John 8:28-32 % Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of
Man, then you will know that | am He, and that | do nothing of Myself; but
as My Father taught Me, | speak these things. 2 "And He who sent Me is
with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for | always do those things
that please Him." % As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.

3! Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 vAnd you shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free."

Why come to this church?
Because Christ has made you Free

Last week I asked whose church is this? This morning I
have a follow up question. Why come to this church? If Jesus’
Church is all believers everywhere (and it is) and believers are
found wherever the Gospel in Word and Sacrament is (and they
are) then why come to this local church, this congregation? Why
not another one? Why not go where they have a liturgy that you
like better? Why not go where the people are friendlier and more of
your age and shared interests? Why not go where they have a
Christian Day School for your kids? Why not for example go to the
WELS church in town. They are much bigger and have lots of
kid’s programs and to my knowledge have only three false
teachings. Three out of hundreds, that doesn’t seem that bad. Three

out of hundreds is a pretty good test score isn’t it? But that is

exactly the thing. Our orthodoxy (which means true teaching) isn’t
graded on our knowledge of doctrine, it isn’t graded on how much
we know and get right. Orthodoxy is an attitude, a state of our
heart and soul and this state is Holy Spirit given faithfulness to
God’s Word.

Look at our text. Jesus was talking to a large crowd at the
temple, most of whom were hostile. And yet at Jesus’ preaching
some came to faith and, although their understanding of doctrines
of the Bible was very limited, they were Jesus’s disciples indeed.
Those believers undoubtedly did not know what the correct Bible
teaching was on predestination or eschatology or even perhaps
baptism and yet they were God’s disciples indeed.

Orthodoxy you see is not a graded test of knowledge, it is
Holy Spirit given faithfulness to God’s Word and rejection of that
which is false. I have had to correct some of you with false ideas
and will surely need to do so in the future. In the past, my thinking
has needed correcting and will again. Yet while we all may at

times hold wrong ideas on, for example, what constitutes a



breaking of one of the commandments or what the Bible teaches
about conversion or predestination, our orthodoxy was not given
up. Our children aren’t false teachers because they don’t
understand every doctrine of the Bible. We aren’t false teachers
because we don’t understand everything perfectly. None of us do.
We are Jesus’ disciples indeed because we abide in God’s Word -
that is, when the Bible shows us that our ideas are false, we reject
those ideas and when it says something is true, we believe. It is this
that makes us His disciples indeed, that makes us orthodox. This is
a precious gift of the Holy Spirit. He must lead us to deny
ourselves and our opinions and our pride and bow to the authority
of God’s Word.

You may ask then, aren’t Christians in other synods
orthodox then too? The people in those synods are generally trying
to abide in God’s Word aren’t they? Sure but whether it is three
matters or a hundred, those synods take positions contrary to the
Word of God. Those who believe and or follow those positions in

the face of God’s Word which rejects those teachings are not

acting like true disciples of Christ indeed. For various sinful
selfish reasons they have come up with excuses to not follow
God’s Word, to explain it away, to ignore it. They are acting like
Eve who let herself be deceived into taking the fruit and rejecting
God’s Word “you shall not eat of that tree”.

Some might say that only having a few different teachings
isn’t a huge deal, but that is like a traitor to a country saying I only
gave away a few national security secrets. The difference is huge.
Now perhaps you think comparing them to traitors is too harsh. It
isn’t. Many people who have leaked classified information do love
their country. But they betray it through criminal negligence,
through ignorance, in a peak of anger or pride, for the love of
money, or the love of a woman. People who betray Jesus’s Word’s
and thus Jesus do it for the same reasons. They love the Lord,
however, they betray Jesus and His Word in sinful pride that
refused to be corrected by God’s Word or they compromise their
beliefs and betray Jesus Word’s and thus their Savior, for the love

of a woman or a man. For many of them it is simple ignorance and



or laziness. Many of them don’t know what their synod’s teachings
really are and don’t want to go through the hard work of finding
out what their synod actually teaches and studying Scripture to see
what it teaches on the subject. Whether it is deliberate
disobedience or (what it usually is) laziness, they have betrayed
God’s Word. To join them unless they recant of those false
teachings would make you a false teacher even if you didn’t concur
with this false teaching. You would be a false teacher because you
know what God’s Word says and you would not have separated
yourself from that which is false, from those causing divisions and
offense contrary to the Word of God. You would not be acting as
Christ’s disciples indeed.

Why then come to this local church? How are we
different? Have we always done everything perfectly? Have we
perfectly followed God’s Word? No. Every one of us has at times
betrayed Jesus Word’s and thus Jesus through laziness, through
sinful pride, through love of yourself or another more than God. So

how are we different? By the grace of God and the work of His

Holy Spirit, when shown our sin through God’s Word, we
repented. When shown that an idea we had was false from God’s
Word, we changed, we have abided in God’s Word. When shown
that a practice is unscriptural, we have repented and changed to be
faithful to God’s Word. The saying goes, the blood flows thicker
than water. Faithfulness to God’s Word flows thickest of all. These
are your truest family and your best friends in this life and in our
fight with Satan they are God’s disciples indeed. These are the
ones and these alone who God tells you to have fellowship with.
God’s disciples indeed are those who abide by God’s Word and
separate themselves from all that is and all who are false. Why
come to this congregation? Because it is what Jesus wants.

And for that matter it is what you want. This is where you
want to be. There is not just a Scriptural difference between us and
other Christians, there is a practical difference. False teaching kills.
Jesus warned His first 12 disciples of this when He told them to
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, by which He meant the false

teaching of the Pharisees. Paul warned of this when he compared



false teaching to gangrene and cancer which spreads and kills.

This is why Jesus wants us to remove ourselves from false teaching
to put up walls between us and false teachers and not join in
fellowship with them. False teaching kills. Every false teaching no
matter how insignificant it might seem, is poison. Which is why
when we find a false teaching we do as God says and separate
ourselves from it.

False teaching is an attack on your Savior and thus your
salvation. When you begin chipping away at God’s Word, even in
the most insignificant way you are chipping away at your Savior
and thus your salvation. Because the Word is Jesus. As Jesus says
in our text, these are His Word. To believe in Jesus is to believe in
His Word. To reject parts of Scripture is to begin to reject parts of
Jesus. They are so intimately connected that John 1 calls Jesus “the
Word made flesh.” Any false teaching no matter how insignificant
it might seem to you is an attack on our Savior and our salvation.
You want to go to church only where God’s Word is taught in its

truth in purity. Because Jesus has set us free and it God’s Word

which is Truth that makes that freedom ours.

Jesus our Savior has set the whole Holy Christian Church
free. He has set us free of living in ignorance that are sins
condemned us to hell forever and even better He has set us free
from being under that condemnation. Jesus, who was free from any
and all sin, was sacrificed in your place to set us free. /
Corinthians 15:57-58 But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the freedom that we
have in Christ. To know Jesus makes you free from death and sin.
It gives you heaven.

While that is greatest freedom we have, that is not the only
freedom the truth brings. Our false notions and false teachings
enslave us. Many young couples think that the way to see if
someone will be a good wife or husband is to cohabitate but all this
does is harm them as a couple if they do get married and harm any
future relationships they may have if they break up and date others.
Pentecostals teach that those with really any faith at all will be

given outward gifts of the Holy Spirit like speaking in tongues. But



the Bible does not teach that and what that notion does is make
people delusional, hypocrites, or thinking they must not really be a
believer, then they doubt their Savior and may end up as an
unbeliever. The WELS false teaching on allowing false teachers in
their midst until they believe that admonition is of no further avail,
allows false teachers to spread their cancer to their members and
children for years. The Catholic false doctrine of salvation not by
grace but by works causes people to trust in themselves for
salvation and this false notion has put perhaps millions of souls in
Satan’s coffers, for as Paul says “you who attempt to be saved by
the keeping of the law have fallen from grace”. Every false
teaching brings danger to the soul, they bring uncertain, worry,
doubt, stress, foolish pride, hypocrisy, but the truth, the truth that
can only be found in God’s Word sets you free. Why come to this
church? Because Jesus your Savior wants you to and because Jesus
your Savior has set you free. The truth, which is God’s Word, has
set you free.

Doctrine has become a dirty word to mainstream

Christianity but there is nothing that will bring you more joy.
There is nothing else that will give you eternal life in Jesus. There
is nothing else that will make you free. It is doctrine, Jesus’
teachings, that show us what to teach and what our practices
should be. It is doctrine, Jesus’ teachings, that show us what do to
in troubles and tribulations. It is doctrine, Jesus’ teachings, that
show us the safe way for the soul through this world of sin and the
traps that Satan has set to ensnare us. It is doctrine, Jesus’
teachings, that is a light to our feet and a lamp to our path. It is
doctrine, Jesus’ teachings, that replaces fear with peace, that calms
worry, that replaces sadness with joy. It is doctrine, Jesus’
teachings, that is the power of God to salvation for they testify of
Jesus. Jesus has set you free, you are free indeed from your sin,
from your adversary, the devil, from hopelessness. Jesus gives us
this all through His Word. Abide in that Word to be free in this life
and forever. Amen

Pastor Aaron Ude
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