
Isaiah 6:1-8  Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the

temple.   Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he2

covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3

And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

The whole earth is full of His glory!"   And the posts of the door were4

shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with

smoke.   So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of5

unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my

eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."   Then one of the6

seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken

with the tongs from the altar.   And he touched my mouth with it, and7

said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And

your sin purged."   Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom8

shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." 

This part doesn’t make me sick

- He forgives our sins

- We sing holy holy holy 

A successful painter was asked what the turning point in his

career was and without hesitation this painter told the story of when

he was young and he brought his paintings to well renowned artist

for critiquing. This artist looked through his paintings and painting

after painting he tore them up until he came to one painting, tore out

a tiny piece, gave it back to the younger painter and said “this part

doesn’t make me sick”.

Surely this sentiment is part of what Isaiah felt. He had

known God all His life. He had worshiped and praised the holiness

and righteousness of God on countless occasions. He had

proclaimed the LORD to Israel andsees God, or as much as a vision

of the true glory and holiness of God that man can see and live. He

saw the Lord pictured like a King whose throne was high and lifted

up, far higher than the kings of earth, and whose train and garments

were far bigger and more magnificent than Solomon or Louis the

14th in all his glory. And around his throne stood seraphim, angel

like creatures of fire. The word implies of far greater strength and

awe than the mightiest men who have guarded the kings of earth.

They make the heroes who made up David’s bodyguard look like

puppies and the praetorian guard look like mice. All this was meant

to impress upon Isaiah, as much as his essence was able to

comprehend it, how glorious and Holy the Holy one of Israel, the

Trinity, the only true God is.

Isaiah got it. He understands the holiness and power and

glory of God, or rather He understands there for a moment, that he

understands only a part of the holiness and power and glory of God

and even that is to much for him. The God that he had worshiped

his whole life, the God that he had proclaimed. Surely every time he

had told others about the Lord and every time he sang, a psalm

came to mind and suddenly felt inadequate in the extreme. Felt like
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a kid’s painting, felt like a drop of water in the desert, felt like

trying to kill a buffalo by throwing a marshmallow at it. No wonder

he falls down at how greatly he had failed with his life and words

and worship to give God the glory due him and declared “ I am lost,

I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of

unclean lips.” 

Let’s leave Isaiah there for a moment in utter despair and

dejection, let’s leave him there, we will join him momentarily, but

let’s leave him and go back to that painter. Let’s say you are that

painter and you saw what Isaiah saw and God asked you draw a

painting of it to show the world His glory.  You work as hard as you

have ever worked and use every bit of talent you have, what would

you say of the painting you made?  You couldn’t even say “This

doesn’t make me sick.” Every attempt to show the glory and

majesty and power of the Lord of hosts would be an utter failure. 

You are that painter. Isaiah as a prophet proclaimed the

glory of the Lord to Israel. Fellow Pastors, we have taught, we have

proclaimed the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into his

marvelous light. Brothers and sisters of Good Shepherd, we have

told family and neighbors what great things God has done for us. If,

like Isaiah, we were granted a vision of God, if we were given even

for a moment such an understanding of his grace, His power, how

would you feel about every sermon you ever wrote about him, every

word you ever witnessed about him? We couldn’t even say of them,

“they don’t make me sick.” Comparing our Words with the

actuality, we like Isaiah would be sick to our soul, spewing in our

sinfulness “I am lost.  I am a man of unclean lips”

Surely, the lips were not the only sinful part of Isaiah or us,

but for him, a prophet seeing the glory of the Lord that he preached

so inadequately in the past and hearing the praises of the angels and

comparing it to the praises that came from his lips, suddenly his

failure to glorify God properly perhaps seemed like his greatest

failure, a multitude of great failures. 

How could we ever paint the holiness of the Trinity, either

with brush or words and have it be okay? Here is the one of

interesting and glorious and gracious things about this text, God did

not give this vision to Isaiah to stop him from proclaiming the Lord.

God gave him this vision so He might proclaim the Lord, His
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holiness all the more. It seems an odd way to do it, by reducing him

to puddle on the floor, sick to his soul, spewing in his sinfulness.

But that is in fact the only place to begin from.

Once God had Isaiah there, he sent a seraphim to

touch his lips with a coal taken from the altar. What altar is in

heaven and what was the meaning of this? There is nothing

greater than God, in power, in wisdom, in holiness, in love,

so why is there an altar in heaven? He is not worshiping some

thing or someone. There is only one altar and one sacrifice

and one sweet smelling incense before God in the heavenly

places. Ephesians 5:2  Christ also has loved us and given

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-

smelling aroma. Hebrews 7:27 who does not need daily, as those

high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then

for the people's, for this He did once for all when He offered up

Himself.

The Seraphim takes a coal from that altar and purges his

sin. It was not by the seraphim’s fiery nature that Isaiah’s sins of

lip and tongue and not just of lip and tongue but hand and heart and

head were burnt away but from the fire of sacrifice of the lamb

slain from the foundation of the world. Slain for us and for our sin

and iniqutiy.

And what a change takes place. Now when God asks who

will go, he who had been a puddle on the floor says “send me, send

me”. What had changed?  Did Isaiah now have lips which would

do the holiness of God justice? No he did not! With his failures to

proclaim the name of the Lord forgiven, with all his sins forgiven,

He is ready, He is zealous to do the very thing God wants him and

us to do - to proclaim the atonement set forth in the vision, to sing

Holy Holy Holy, for they are one in the same. God’s greatest glory

and holiness is that altar where God forgives the sins of man justly. 

The Seraphim look upon this earth with all its wars and

crimes and greed and what do they think? “Ick, humans!”? NO!

Their  first and foremost thought, they who have a bird’s eye view

of the world from the perspective of space, time, and spiritual

understanding, is that the whole earth is full of God’s glory.  They

should make us stop in our tracts. War, child molesters, riots,

rampant sexual perversion, and the whole earth, is full of His
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glory?  Yes. The Seraphim look down and cry holy holy holy

continually before the triune God. For God did not start sin and

death but he has ended them for us in Christ. That God the Father

would love such a world. That God the son would come into such a

world and live in it and be tempted in every way like us, yet

without sin. And humble himself still further even to the point of

death on cross. That the Holy Spirit would make His home in

men’s hearts through the preaching of God’s Word, even when

those Word’s come from our sinful lips so that God has become the

just justifier and we are saved from this perverse world and

generation. Yes, angel’s eye view causes us to see that the whole

earth is full of his glory, not just in His creation, not just

providence, but in his salvation and preservation. Seeing even part

of what the angels see makes us sing holy holy holy. We may see

only part of what they see but this is our salvation.

Coals from the cross have touched your lips. Your iniquity,

our failures to do justice to His Name is purged. All your sins are

forgiven. Even in this, God remains holy, for those coals mean that

justice was served. To take away iniquity, to take away blood, guilt

is not holy unless you take away the sin. But the coals from that

altar, the altar of the sacrifice of lamb of God, holy and without

spot, take away both sin and guilt, for Jesus took your sin and thus

your guilt. 

Rise then Peters who have denied the Lord, Rise then

Isaiahs who have proclaimed his name poorly, rise then Jonahs

who have fled from God’s Will, rise Sauls who have kicked against

the goads. Rise Davids who have brought dishonor to God’s name,

rise Moses’ who have struck the rock in your anger, rise Thomas’

who have doubted your sin is forgiven, no longer be sick to your

soul in your sinfulness. God is asking Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

who will go for us to tell of the Lord Most high and that altar that

burns continually before in heaven a sweet smelling aroma. Who

will go and tell? Send me. Send Me! 

Pastor Aaron Ude 
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