1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no
hope. ' For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. '* For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no
means precede those who are asleep. '¢ For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. '” Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. '® Therefore comfort one another
with these words.

The Invention of Hope - Jesus

I don’t know if any of you have seen it, but a while back
Meghan and I watched a movie called “The Invention of Lying”.
Upon watching it, I discovered that the whole point of the movie
was to criticize our faith. The premise of the movie is that no one in
the world knows how to lie until one man accidentally discovers
how. Later when this man’s mother is dying and she is very afraid,
he tells her a lie to comfort her. He tells her that there is a man in
the sky who loves her and when she dies her soul will go and live
with that man. This was the point of the movie. That religions and
Christianity in particular made up the teaching of Jesus and the
resurrection of the dead so they could have something comforting
to say at a loved one’s death bed. Hence the title of the movie - The

Invention of Lying.

But they couldn’t be further from the truth. Yes, men are
enslaved to death and the fear of death but we don’t believe in
Jesus and His death and resurrection from the dead because we are
desperate for something, anything to hold onto in this world. As the
Scripture proclaims and as practice shows, the natural man does not
receive the things of God for they are foolishness to him. The cross
is foolishness and a stumbling block to the world. We believers
believe despite not wanting to believe. Sure, now we want to
believe but that is because you believe. Before God brought you
kicking and screaming to faith, you didn’t want to believe. You
didn’t want to hear that there was a hell. You didn’t want to hear
that there is a God who will judge you, who will hold you
accountable for every word and deed and send you to hell if you
broke just one. Our faith is not a lie created by the fear of death.
We marvel at the gift of faith in ourselves and in others because it
is created in us by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word despite our
wishes.

The Thessalonians are good examples of this. They, as

chapter one of this epistle pointed out, had been brought to faith
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through the effective working of the Gospel, not because they were
afraid of death and wanted something, anything, to believe in. The
Gospel had brought them to faith despite their dead hearts. Paul
summarizes what they came to believe in short and sweet words in
verse 14 - we believe that Jesus died and rose again. Jesus meaning
“Jehovah saves”. God became man for man and as God and Man
died and arose from death to deliver us from the holy wrath of God
to come.

The Thessalonians by faith knew this to be true and rejoiced
in it. And since they knew this to be true the Thessalonians as verse
1:10 says were eagerly waiting for Jesus to return from heaven. But
here is the thing, the Thessalonians were novices. Paul had started
a church there and had only four weeks to teach them before he left.
Despite the sincerity of their faith they were not thoroughly versed
in Scripture, so when one of their number died, a worrying and
sorrowful thought occurred to them and spread like wildfire. They
worried that since this person had died before Jesus had returned,
that he was gone forever, that he or she wouldn’t get to go to

heaven. This belief, while erroneous, does once again put the lie to

the movie the invention of lying. They didn’t believe in the Gospel
because they were looking for comfort at the death bed. They were
sorrowing like unbelievers at the death bed. They believed the
Gospel because the Holy Spirit through God’s Word had caused
them to believe in the Gospel.

Our faith, our hope, is not a lie. It is the atheist’s faith, the
unbeliever’s hope that is a lie. Let me ask you what is the faith, the
hope of an atheist? They may claim they don’t have a faith, a hope
but they do. Their hope is that when they die there won’t be an
angry and just God ready to judge their lives. Their hope is that
when they die they will simply cease to exist. Think about that for a
moment and realize what a dark hopeless hope that is. Hopeless
because it is so empty and hopeless because it is false. The lie isn’t
that there is a God. That is truth. The lie that Satan has been
spreading from the beginning is that there isn’t a God. Psalm 14:1
The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 2 Peter 3:5

For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens

were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water.

Christians didn’t invent lying. Satan did. And the first and
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biggest lie that unbelievers tell themselves is that there is no God.
The world didn’t invent truth, God did. And the first and biggest
truth that the Holy Spirit teaches believers is Jesus. And in this one
truth was the invention of hope. In this truth is our certain hope.
The only hope for us and all the world. '* For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those
who sleep in Jesus.

Now that “if” might confuse you, but know that Greek “ifs”
don’t always translate well into English. Paul is not calling Jesus’
death and resurrection into question. It is a condition of reality. We
do indeed believe this, we know this to be true and Paul tells the
Thessalonians and us that since we know this to be true we also
know it to be true that God will bring all believers with Him to
heaven, not just those who are alive when He returns but also those
who are sleeping when Jesus returns. Jesus is the only real hope in
the world. All other hopes will prove false. The hope of the atheist,
that there won’t be an angry judge ready to condemn him, will
prove false. The hope of the pagan, that an idol made of hands is a

god who can give him eternal life, will prove false. The hope of the

unbeliever, who doesn’t trust fully in Jesus for salvation but trusts
that what he has done in this life is good enough to earn him
heaven, his hope is false. But those who hope in Jesus shall not be
put to shame.

The invention of hope is from God and it is in Jesus. The
Lord will return announced by angels and trumpets to the whole
world as described in our text and the Thessalonians didn’t need to
be afraid because at His shout, all who are in the grave shall come
forth, the body of believers who slept in the earth would be
glorified and reunited with their souls and they would be united
with the believers who are alive at His coming and together we
shall go to be with the Lord. Notice as verse fourteen of our text
points out that this takes place in Jesus. Jesus is our hope that will
not disappoint because Jesus both died and arose. Notice how in
verse 14 Jesus is described as dying while believers who die are
described as sleeping. Is there significance to that? I believe so.
Because Jesus became man and died, believers don’t die. Let’s
review the definition of death. There is the way we usually use it -

death of the body. The body stopping and decaying away into dust
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till it ceases to be. There is spiritual death which is the soul being
separated from God and there is eternal death- body and soul being
separated from God forever. Jesus experienced true death. Body
and soul separated from God. Remember Him on the cross crying
my God, my God why have you forsaken me. The utter despair and
horror of true death, that Jesus experienced there on the cross is
something we thankfully will never fully understand the horror of
and even more thankfully will never experience the horror of. Why
not? Because Jesus took it on Himself so you would not. We
deserve to be separated from God who is holy and good and
glorious. We deserve true death because we are spiritually ugly evil
and hideous. But Jesus in His power and in His love, took all the
ugly uncleanness of our sin upon Himself so that it was He instead
of you who tasted true death. Jesus is our hope, our joy. Don’t you
see because He partook of death you won’t taste death at all.
Because Jesus took away our sin and made us holy, our souls will
never be separated from God our father. When your body dies, your
soul will return to God who gave it. This is our certain hope and

great joy. And not even our body dies. It just sleeps. When the

world calls the death of unbelievers sleep it is just a euphemism but
when Christians call the death of Christians sleep it is not because
Christ has made it sleep. Yes, the soul leaves that body to be with
the Lord, and that body over time turns to dust but it is not death, it
is sleep because it shall arise and be remade and be returned to us
new and gloried. And in Jesus we will go to be with Jesus.

This is greatest comfort to us at the deathbed of Christians
and on our own deathbeds but we don’t believe it because we are
desperate for comfort , we believe it because we believe it as
Abraham our father believed. Romans 4:18 '* who, contrary to
hope, in hope believed. By the Holy Spirit, we know Jesus our
Savior died for us and arose from death and because we know this,
we have hope. The hope of the Christian who, contrary to hope, in
hope knows that Jesus has defeated sin and death for me. I shall

never die, but live. Comfort one another with these words.
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