Galatians 3:6-9

Just as Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness." 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are
sons of Abraham. ® And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand,
saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed." ° So then those who are

of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

Genesis 14:8-24

And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of
Admabh, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went
out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim ’ against
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of
Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar -- four kings against five. " Now the
Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains.
" Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
provisions, and went their way. 2 They also took Lot, Abram's
brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.

" Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew,
for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with Abram. '* Now
when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his
three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own
house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. ° He divided his forces against
them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them
as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. '® So he brought back all
the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well
as the women and the people.

7" And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of
Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. ' Then Melchizedek
king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most
High. ' And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most

High, Possessor of heaven and earth; % And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he (Abraham)
gave him (Melchizedek) a tithe of all. *' Now the king of Sodom said to
Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the goods for yourself." > But
Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD,
God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 2 "that I will take

nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything
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that is yours, lest you should say, 'l have made Abram rich' -- except

only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who

went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion."

The City of Peace
- Ruled by the King of righteousness
- Entered by faith

Did you know if you were a resident of Jerusalem they have
phone apps to tell you if and when a rocket or missile is coming down
near you? Does that sound like a peaceful place to live? Yet that is
what Jerusalem was often called by God’s people in the Old
Testament - the city of peace. Did you notice what the second part of
that word is? Jeru- salem. Salem which means peace.

And yet Jerusalem has been destroyed and rebuilt and
captured by different armies and fought over for millennia, so how is

that a city of peace? Because just as the temple, that would be worthy

of God and would allow people to come to God to find grace and
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help, was not a temple of stone built by men, so the city of peace, the
true Jerusalem, is not a city of stone walls built by men, it is a city
built by the king of righteousness. Abraham was blessed to be an
inhabitant of this city and so are you.

In our Old Testament reading, we heard about how Abraham,
after returning from victory over the four kings who had taken his
nephew captive, was met by two kings. One was the king of Sodom
and the other was Melchizedek, king of Salem. The Holy Spirit did
not have Moses write down every significant thing that happened in
Abram’s life, nor does He include this one because it is exciting and
adventurous. The Holy Spirit includes this to teach us to be blessed
like believing Abraham.

We have here quite a contrast between the two kings. This
mysterious Melchizedek brings food and drink for all of Abram’s
warriors who were undoubtedly very hungry and thirsty after a long
night and day. Abram however gives Melchizedek 10% of
everything he possessed, which was worth far more the food and

drink Melchizedek brought. So all that Melchizedek, the high priest

of God, offers is some words - God bless you. The king of Sodom on
the other hand offers Abram all the gold and possessions taken from
his city. Which king’s offer is better? Under which king would you
rather dwell? In which city, would you rather dwell, Sodom or Salem?

As I said, the Holy Spirit records this history for a reason, to
teach us to be blessed with believing Abram , to teach us that
Melchizedek’s offer is the better, to teach us that Salem is the city
we want to dwell in. Abraham chooses Salem or Sodom. Abraham
choose the Words of God over the gold of this world! What good are
words? When they are the words of God, they are as good as gold.
They are better than gold. By faith, Noah built the ark, trusting the
words of God that a flood would come. He continued to trust those
words even though it meant decades of hard work and quite likely the
taunting and jeers of his neighbors because they were the words of
God. The waters did come. By Faith, Abram trusted the word of the
Lord that his descendants would possess the land of Canaan even
though it would come about for 500 plus years. They did take

possession of the land. By faith, little David went out to fight the



giant Goliath because God had promised them that if they trusted in
him he would put their enemies to route. God did put them to route.

The Words of God, His blessing is worth more that all the
possessions of this world. Jesus had said that He would suffer and
would be put to death and on the third day arise. Imagine how much
different those days would have been for the disciples if they had
trusted in God’s Words as Abram did. Instead of being filled with
depths of despair and sadness and cowering behind locked doors for
fear of the Jews they would have spread their blankets out Saturday
night in the garden where Jesus was laid so that they could be there to
see Jesus arise from death to give them peace.

They failed to believe then but in the end they believed and
were blessed with believing Abraham. What were the words that
Jesus greeted them with after his resurrection? Peace to you, Salem.
As Abraham by faith knew that his descendants would possess that
land because God had said so, so Abraham knew because God had
said so that a savior would come and in that savior all the nations of

the earth would be blessed. Abraham believed and was blessed!

Blessed with what? With peace!

Who is this Melchizedek? Well scripture tells us very little
about him. According to Jewish tradition this is Seth son of Noah.
That may be but we don’t know. We do know that in that land of
polytheism and idolatry and paganism there was one city in the midst
of it which still worshiped the one true God and followed the
traditions handed down from Noah. And the ruler of that city was
called Melchizedek, king of Salem. Notice I didn’t say his name was
Melchizedek. Melchizedek means king of righteousness. This man
was both priest and king of the city of Salem and was called king of
righteousness and peace. Perhaps this was Seth son of Noah, perhaps
not, but Scripture uses this man who was both high priest to the one
true God and king of the city of Salem as a picture of who? A picture
of Jesus, king and high priest of the city of true peace.

Don’t you see that the kings of Sodom, of this world can’t
give you peace. The king of Sodom abandoned his people to save his
own skin. Jesus gave up His own skin, His flesh, blood, and soul to

death for His people. He was and is the king of righteousness who



gave His people peace. A king of unrighteousness can’t give peace.
Think about it. Where there is unrighteousness there is sin and hurt
and crime and evil and guilty consciences. Where there is
unrighteousness, there are apps to warn you about missile attacks and
amber alerts because children are missing and news flashes that a
child was run over in the street and telephone calls that a child
committed suicide and emails about babies with brain infections.

But Jesus is the king of righteousness. He is the high priest
who offered a sacrifice that forgave your sin -Himself, the holy
spotless lamb of God who took away the sin of the world by putting it
on Himself and dying hell for it. You want to be blessed with
believing Abraham? Believe this- your sin is forgiven. Those might
just seem like words but they are words of God so they are better than
gold. The sacrifice that Jesus offered was Himself for the sins of the
world. Your sin is forgiven. That is the city of peace The King of
righteousness and peace brings you, even in this world of
unrighteousness. Be gone guilty conscience . Jesus has forgiven your

sin.

Certainly the world can tell you similar things. “Oh it’s okay.
Everyone messes up. Everyone makes mistakes. That isn’t sin.” That
isn’t really giving you peace. That is applying Novocain to your soul
so that your don’t feel the guilt. It doesn’t remove it. The infection
would still be there and would kill you. Jesus the king of
righteousness and king of peace has given you real peace by removing
the sin. He takes away the infection and the pain. He died and is alive.
Your sin is forgiven.

It takes righteousness to give true peace. As long as this world
lasts, there will be no peace because war and famine and sickness and
death and evil will continue. You want to be blessed with believing
Abraham? Believe this, Jesus King of righteousness and peace is risen
from the dead and He died and arose again, not for kicks. He did it to
defeat death for you so that you will defeat death in like manner. You
will arise to life. Life in the country, in the new heavens and earth in
which righteousness will dwell and there, there will be peace.
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