
Luke 4:1-13  Luke 4:1 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, 

returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  2

being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate

nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.   And the3

devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command this stone to

become bread."   But Jesus answered him, saying, "It is written, 'Man4

shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.' "   Then the devil,5

taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the

world in a moment of time.   And the devil said to Him, "All this authority I6

will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give

it to whomever I wish.   "Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will7

be Yours."   And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan!8

For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you

shall serve.' "   Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the9

pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw

Yourself down from here.   "For it is written: 'He shall give His angels10

charge over you, To keep you,'   "and, 'In their hands they shall bear you11

up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.' "   And Jesus answered and12

said to him, "It has been said, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.' " 

 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him13

until an opportune time. 

Faith in Christ not Flatulence in yourself 

You often hear Christians say they will do something and

God will protect them, but often their words are flatulence not

faith. Flatulence, by the way, means the build up of gas or inflated,

pretentious words. Just recently I heard someone say they were

confident they could walk the whole Appalachian trail because of

their faith in God. That was flatulence not faith. Where in God’s

Word does He promise that you will be able to walk the whole

Appalachian trail? The Appalachian trail by the way if you don’t

know, is around 2100 miles.  God doesn’t promise you can walk

that anywhere. Another time I read about some young mountain

climbers who were taking dangerous risks when climbing and

proclaimed that they would be okay because of their faith in God.

Once again, where does God say that if you do dangerous and

stupid things you won’t die as long as your faith is strong enough?

Nowhere. Satan  got them to have faith in their faith which is like

pulling yourself up by your hair. 

In his first temptation, Satan tries to use Jesus’ hunger

against him. Satan tries to get Jesus to not trust His heavenly father

to provide. Jesus expresses His trust in God the Father to provide

both for His body and more importantly for His soul.  “Okay”,

Satan thinks, “if Jesus isn’t going to sin by failing to trust in God

the Father, let’s get Him to misplace that trust.” So Satan brings

Jesus to top of temple and dares Him to jump. “You say you trust

God? Okay prove it.” How clever Satan is in his temptations!  Not

only seeming to be very reasonable “ you have said you can trust

God, okay show me” but also quoting scripture. And the passage
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Satan quotes seems to fit perfectly. Notice, not even Jesus says

Satan had misquoted the passage . What Jesus does is sets another

passage next to the one Satan quoted to put it in context. Jesus

quotes from Deuteronomy 6:16 “ you shall not tempt the Lord your

God” 

“A true son knows what His father says and means; so

Jesus knew as a perfect son that all the great promises of His

Fathers’ protection are meant for our humble trust in God the

Father and never once for our presumption. It would be caricature

of humble trust to take a gracious promise of God and by some

foolhardy act to challenge God to keep it.” It would be flatulence

not faith because God commands us not to test Him, to not

deliberately put ourselves in physical or spiritual danger against

His will. 

So flatulence or faith when David, a little boy, proclaimed

that he would fight the giant Goliath? Faith because God had

promised the physical nation of Israel when they stayed faithful to

Him,  they would put their enemies to route that ten of them would

defeat a thousand. What about the little Lutheran boy, who after

hearing the story of David and Goliath went up to the much bigger

catholic boy who was bullying him at school and said, “I am going

to defeat you because God is with me”? Was that flatulence or

faith?  Flatulence. He was presumptuous in declaring what God

would do. God had nowhere promised that he could beat up

bullies, even if they were catholic bullies . It was, of course, also a

breaking of the fifth commandment. That little boy went home

crying, bruised, and with a black eye and not understanding why

God had allowed it. God had taught him a lesson about not

tempting the Lord his God. And no, if you are wondering, that

little boy was not me. 

What about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego when

Nebuchadnezzaar threatened to throw them in the fiery furnace if

they didn’t bow down and worship him and they said “no we will

not worship any false god , throw us into the furnace if you will,

our God is able to save us”? Was that flatulence or faith? Faith

because they said that God could save them not that He would.
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And they continued “and even if the Lord does not save us we will

not bow down and worship you.” Those three had no promise of

God that they would be saved from the fire so they were not

presumptuous enough to declare God would. They had faith that

God could save them from the fire and trust in God that whether

they were saved from that fire or not, God would do what was best

and that God had saved them from the fires of hell so if they died

they would go to heaven. They did not have faith in their faith.

They had faith in God and God’s Words.

Faith does not put God to the test, faith is humble. If you

are a Christian and you start a business, being a Christian doesn’t

mean God will make your business succeed. Faith with Shadrach,

Meshak and Abed-Nego says, “God can bless this business or it

may fail but either way God will do what is best for my soul and

either way God has saved me from the fires of hell.”  

So what about you? Are you the perfect son and daughter

of your true father in heaven? He is the one who created your body

and spirit. He is the one who gave up His own son to go to hell in

your place. Do you always know perfectly what your Heavenly

Father has said and means? Have you been presumptuous in

declaring what He will do and won’t do? Have you let your faith

be in yourself? Have you put God to the test by foolishly putting

yourself in spiritual or physical danger against God’s will and

excusing it to your own heart with the words “God will take care of

me” or “ I can handle this”?

You bet your flatulent, arrogant heart you have. We all

have. Our hearts and mouths have been presumptuous often in

saying or declaring what God would do. And on the flip slide we

have failed to trust the Lord. These are not the actions of someone

who belongs in heaven. These are not the actions of a true son or

daughter of our Heavenly Father which is exactly why our text is

so comforting to us. Jesus did recognize and resist every

temptation of Satan. Not once did Jesus fail to trust in God or

tempt God or worship any other thing. Not once. He was tempted

like us in every way continually, thoroughly, the worst and

cleverest temptations that Satan could think of were thrown at Him
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not just these three times but His whole life and Jesus did not sin

once. Jesus actions were the actions of someone who belongs in

heaven. His actions were the ones of someone God wants in

heaven. His actions were the ones of a true son of the Heavenly

Father.  

Now Jesus was already all those things. As true God from

eternity, He already not only belonged in heaven, He was in

heaven. As the only begotten son of the Father from eternity, He

already was a true son. So why did He come down out of heaven to

suffer the evil of this world and the temptations of Satan - forty

days with out food and then tempted with bread, death for all

sinners on the cross before Him and tempted with an easy way out,

it wouldn’t have worked but it must have looked better even than

the bread. He did this for you. His suffering was not just on the

cross where He suffered death of body and soul in your place for

your sin. His suffering was His whole earthly life being tempted

like us, worse than us that having been through every temptation

without sinning once, He could apply that righteousness to you.

Despite how badly we have been at been at trusting God and the

times we have tempted God yet in Christ, your advocate and

propitiation, you are a true son and daughter of God. You are

someone who belongs in heaven, You are someone who will be in

heaven.  That isn’t flatulence that is humble certain faith in the

Word and promises of God. Amen.  

Pastor Aaron Ude

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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