Romans 6:1-11 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? ? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any
longer in it? * Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? * Therefore we were
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. ° § For if we have been united together in the likeness of
His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, °
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For
he who has died has been freed from sin. ® Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with Him, ° knowing that Christ, having
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion
over Him. '° For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but
the life that He lives, He lives to God. "' Likewise you also, reckon
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

You are Alive. Remember it!

You’re a dead man. That is usually something you hear in a
movie or tv show. It is said in anger and it is said to make you
fearful, afraid every minute of your life that the person is going to
find you and kill you. They want to strip away all peace and
happiness from your life by the constant awareness that every bite
of food could be your last, that every time you close your eyes you
might wake up with them standing over you with a knife, afraid to
eat, afraid to sleep, afraid of walking around a corner, afraid of
going outside. Can you imagine living like that? If you were freed
from that kind of “dead man walking” status would you go back to

it willingly? You would have to be pretty stupid.

Paul reminds us over and over again in our text “you’re
alive”, “you’re alive”. The Holy Spirit, though Paul, says this not to
strip all happiness and peace from your life but to strip away fear
and worry and leave you with peace and joy. And this knowledge
strips away the temptation to think that since Christ forgives my sin
I can sin however [ want.

Sinful minds in all countries, in all times, have had this
twisted thought “if we are freely forgiven, can’t we freely sin?” The
Holy Spirit’s response is to remind you who you are. You died and
arose and are a new living man. Do you want to go back to being a
dead man?

When did you die? And how? Paul reminds us and the
Romans when and how we died. In your baptism you died with
Christ. Yes in your baptism you died. Paul says this empathically
that there might be no doubt in your mind. All, every person who
has been baptized, has been baptized into Christ’s death. While not
in a bodily way, yet not in a figurative way. Baptism united you

with Christ so that when He died you died. If not in a bodily way,

then how did you die? Your unbelief and sin died. Know this for
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fact, for truth. If you have been baptized, you were united with
Christ in His death so that your unbelief and sin died. Know this and
apprehend it for yourself. - knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with.
What is the result of this all? That you in Christ are alive
and free. Here is a riddle for you. What happens when death dies?
The answer is life. When you were baptized or perhaps before that
when you came to faith through the Gospel, the deadness of your
soul died. Through the water and the Word, God brought your soul
to life, to faith, and that faith given you by God received what
Christ earned on the cross for every single person. Thus your dead
soul died in baptism. Y our soul’s natural state of unbelief died. And
all your sin died. It was wiped away by torrent of the blood of
Christ, sacrificed for the sin of the world . That torrent ripped and
tore every sin that you have done away from you. They do not stain
your soul any longer as Romans 8 declares “There is therefore now
no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. .. The Law of the

spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made you free from the law of sin

and death.”

You walked away from your baptism or if you were still a
baby, perhaps screamed as your parents carried you away. But all
the same you went away a new creation, a new person, a living
person, and God says of you what He said of Christ “this is my
beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” Before we died in our
baptism, God could not say that about us. He couldn’t say anything
good about us. After, having been made a new Creation, a new
person in Christ and the Holy Spirit, God does not stop saying “You
are his beloved son or daughter” .

Perhaps this example will demonstrate how greatly we
should rejoice in our baptism and Christ’s baptism, done to fulfill all
righteousness. There is a growing problem with people cheating on
the ACT and SAT. They hire these expert test takers to take the test
for them so they can get into the school they want, which in turn
helps them get the higher paying job they want. Baptism baptizes
into Christ so that we get His perfect score and get into heaven, get
a new life, and can’t be accused of cheating, since in a supernatural

way that we can’t fully understand but can fully believe and do fully
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rejoice in, we truly did die with Him and our sin truly died and we
were truly made a new person with a perfect score. 2 Corinthians
5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.” And from verse
six of our text "knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves of sin. ” For he who has died has been freed
from sin. “

Yes, you are a new person. Alive and free from sin. Your
baptism has made you so. So often it doesn’t seem like it, does it?
When we catch ourselves failing to trust the Lord over and over
again, it doesn’t seem like it. When we see that we have failed to
keep the commandments from first to last and on our daily basis, it
doesn’t seem like it. When we so easily give into the sinful desires
of our mind and the temptations of Satan, it doesn’t seem like it.
When we realize, we often spend more of our time at home in the
bathroom in a week than in God’s Word, it doesn’t seem like it. The

average person spends an hour and 45 minutes in their bathroom a

week, do you even spend half that much time at home in prayer or
praise or reading the Word of God? Perhaps when you see these
things and others like them you even doubt that you are a Christian
or doubt your faith. But the Holy Spirit doesn’t point us for strength
and comfort and assurance to an altar call or some decision you
made for Christ. He points to us all, He points you to your baptism.
(Which is a passive verb here by the way) It is God who did
something to you and for you in Baptism. A pastor or parent poured
water on you and God poured out the Holy Spirit on you connecting
you with Christ, connecting you with Christ’s death and
resurrection.

You died and were made alive. Your unbelief died and faith
arose to life. Your sin was and is buried with Christ. It is forgiven.
And yes, while original sin, the old Adam still reigns in these mortal
bodies causing more than pimples but selfishness and resentment
and lust and tempers and neglect of God’s Word. That is not who
you are. Yes sometimes it seems when we get a good whiff of our
sin that we are 99% old man, sinful man, but that is not who you

are. You are that new man created by the Holy Spirit in your
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baptism. Even if your faith is small as mustard seed you are that
new man. With sins forgiven and no longer a slave to sin, you are
dead to sin and alive to Christ. Remember that. You don’t have to
serve the sinful desires that come from your sinful nature and from
Satan. That is what they are and what they want but they are not
who you are nor what you want.

Christ died and was raised from death to life. That is the
controlling fact of our lives. He died a death once for all to sin and
was risen to life, a life to God. In our baptism, in Christ’s death and
resurrection, you too were raised to life, a life to God.

The thought that since sin is freely forgiven, I can freely sin
or others like it such as I have been baptized or I believe, so I don’t
need to go to church, are thoughts of the dead man, of our sinful
nature, of who we use to be. That is not how the new person who
you are in Christ thinks. The new person we are after baptism thinks
“Christ died and rose for me [ want to go to church”. The new
person after baptism thinks and rejoices “I in Christ am free from
sin and free from my sin condemning me to hell, [ am free in the

strength of the Holy Spirit from having to follow its desires, no I

won’t continue it, no I won’t live in it. I will not be its slave again.”
The new person knows and rejoices that we share in Christ’s
resurrection already. And will all share also in His physical
resurrection. In His death, through Baptism, we have died to death
and its every power, and have been connected with Christ for all
eternity so that we will conquer the veil of physical death and
already share in that resurrection for death and sin are no longer our
masters. Their powers do not control us.

Remember it. Who you were is dead. You are a living man
in Christ. The sinful nature can know something and not act on it. It
can in fact suppress it. Romans 1:18 talks about how man suppress
the truth in unrighteousness. And our sinful nature and Satan is
constantly suppressing things we know. The Holy Spirit reminds us
however of what we do know. Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified
with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me.
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