
Exodus 16:2-15  And the whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled

against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.   And the sons of Israel said to them,3

"Would that we had died by the LORD's hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat

by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out

into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."    Then the LORD4

said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people

shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether or

not they will walk in My instruction.   "And it will come about on the sixth day,5

when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather

daily...  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   "I have heard the grumblings11 12

of the sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in

the morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that I am the

LORD your God.'"    So it came about at evening that the quails came up and13

covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 

 When the layer of dew evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness14

there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground.   When the sons15

of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what

it was. And Moses said to them, "It is the bread which the LORD has given you to

eat. 

This train is bound for glory!

One of Rudyard Kipling’s lesser know books is Captains

Courageous. It is a wonderful book set in the 1800's about a snot

nosed spoiled rich kid who falls off of an ocean liner. When the

captain of the fishing vessel who rescued him refuses to turn around

and go back to port, the boy starts throwing tantrums. The captain

cannot afford this. Life in those fishing boats was hard and

dangerous. There could be sudden storms, even nor’easters. His

crew, his crew’s families back at port, and his own family depended

on him. There was no room for deadweight. The captain at this point

has a few options. He could throw him back in the ocean, he could

lock him in closet, or He could shape this kid up. This captain, who

was a father and had a son the same age as the spoiled rich kid,

instead gives him a chance to grow, to become a man. One of the

first lessons he teaches him is that no one questions the captain. On

the boats where disobedience could mean death, not just for the

person but for the whole crew, he had to have instant obedience.

When Harvey, the snot nosed kid, challenges the captain, the captain

calmly punches him in the nose. He didn’t do it angrily. He didn’t

threaten to throw him overboard. Harvey was putting his own life at

risk and that of the crew. If he was going to survive the trip, he

needed to learn a lesson and the captain in his kindness was willing

to teach him that lesson. 

We read in our text how God punches Israel in the nose. In

fact, God often punched Israel right in the nose because they were

putting their own souls and the souls of their children at risk. Israel

was a whiny snot nosed kid. We read in our text about their

complaining and their murmuring. They complained and murmured

against their leaders Aaron and Moses. But as always, all
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complaining is really complaining against God. And they had no

reason for complaining. It had been only a couple months since God

had opened up the Red Sea before them and they had literally walked

across the sea bed . God had closed the sea behind them on the

armies of Egypt, delivering them from their captors and tormentors.

After that great deliverance, the people of Israel had had a

spontaneous worship, praising God for His great power and great

love in delivering them. Here, not even two months into their

journey, they are complaining. 

What does God do? He punches them right in the nose. He

does it for their good. We read in our text how because of their

complaining, God tests them by sending them quail for supper and

Manna in the morning,  which they were to gather only enough for

each day. How is that a test? Well perhaps “proof” would be a better

word. God know which of them were believers and which weren’t.

God has asked them to trust that He would get them to their

promised land safe and sound and here they aren’t even that far into

the trip, it hasn’t been very hard, and unbelief is sprouting up like

fungus on an old fallen tree. If these people were going to make it all

the way safely not just to the promised land of Canaan but more

importantly to the promised land of Heaven, they needed to be

taught a lesson. They needed to have their faith increased and that

was exactly what God was doing with the Quail and manna. 

Don’t you see that God would have fed them even if they

didn’t grumble? God didn’t give them food because they grumbled,

He gave them manna because they grumbled. Yes providing food in

this miraculous way could increase their faith in God’s power and

ability to provide, but giving them only enough manna for that day

was a way for their faith to be exercised and increased. He probably

would have given them better and a more variety of food if they

hadn’t grumbled, but because they showed how immature their faith

was, God fed them this way, where every day they had food, but they

had no food for the morrow. They would have to learn to trust God

the next day and the next that manna from heaven would be there

again. Hopefully in this exercise of faith they would learn to trust

God. 

Why would God do such a thing? Why would he put this

daily burden on them? Because by their complaining, which was
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really unbelief, they were putting their souls and their children’s

souls at risk and God wanted them to make it to the Promised land of

Canaan and more importantly He wanted them to make it to the

promised land of Heaven.

God wants us to realize something else. You are a whiny snot

nosed kid. We all are. The Holy Spirit, speaking of these people and

these events in our text and in Exodus, says 1 Corinthians 10:6-12

  Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we

should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.... nor

complain, as some of them also complained, and were

destroyed by the destroyer.   Now all these things happened to11

them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,

upon whom the ends of the ages have come.   Therefore let12

him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

These things are written for our learning. We do the same

thing. We are the same thing. God has rescued us from Egypt.

Rescued us from this world. Yes this world wants you as its slave.

Sure, it will try to bind you with chains of silk instead of iron

because it wants you to serve this world, to like what this world

likes, to do what the people of this world do, to join with them in sin.

But such people are lemurs heading to the cliff. They will meet their

maker and answer for their sins.  God has rescued you from that.

Rescued you from living like they do in ignorance and denial of the

death and damnation that is coming. Rescued you from living like

they do in jealousy, coveting, cavorting, adulteries.  Rescued you

from answering for your sin, by sending His own son who answered

for your sin. God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us that we

might become the righteousness of God in Him, in His Son ( II Cor

5). 

 God has rescued us from Egypt and has promised us

paradise and our lives here on this earth, before we come to the

promised land, is our journey through the Sinai Peninsula. And yet

what do we constantly do, to the great dismay of God? Just like

Israel, we complain. If I had been following you around every

waking moment for the last few months, how many times and about

how many things would I have heard you complain? Complain to

your coworkers about your job, complain to your spouse about your
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coworkers, complain to your friends about your spouse, complain

about your life, your health, your money or lack there of, who is this

complaining really against? God. 

Also like Israel we look back to Egypt with longing. We look

at the world chasing money, indulging in adultery, frolicking in lust

and gossip and selfishness, the comradery of sinners and part of us is

jealous, part of us wants to go and join them. Have you forgotten the

are lemurs heading the cliff? The are heading to judgment before

God and a rendevous with Satan in Hell.  God is leading us to the

promised land of Heaven. Complaining of our lot and jealousy of the

world  is a direct attack on Him. It is forgetting of where we are

going. God has rescued us from Egypt, the Egypt of our sin and this

world, which is heading to destruction. God is going to melt the

physical earth with fervent heat. And the people in it are heading to

the prison of Satan where the fires will never go out.  

God doesn’t want that for you. He wants you to go to heaven.

And so He provides all that we need on our journey to the promised

land of heaven. He gave His son. He gave us faith. He sustains that

faith. He gives us His Word, The Holy Spirit, Baptism, the Lord’s

Supper, fellowship, prayer, and as we see in our text, He gives us

“tests” to increase our faith. 

Because of Jesus, this train is bound for glory, as the old

spiritual goes. God with a mighty hand and great power and greater

love has freed us from Egypt and put us on the train bound for glory.

When, like Israel, we complain about our lives and are filled with

jealousy of the world, what we are really saying is we want to get off

this train. Do you really want to get off? No it is your weak sinful

nature talking. It is Satan tempting and tricking.  This train which

God made and laid the tracks for and put us on, is bound for glory. It

is bound for the promised land of heaven. I would say get on, but by

faith you already are. Don’t get off to go back to Egypt. Don’t even

look back at Egypt. Don’t complain. This train is bound for glory.

This train is bound for heaven. Remember that and rejoice. 
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