Luke 12:13-21 Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the inheritance with me." ™ But He said to him, "Man,
who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?" ® And He said to them,
"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist
in the abundance of the things he possesses.” ' Then He spoke a
parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully. 7 "And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall | do,
since | have no room to store my crops?’ 8 "So he said, 'l will do this: |
will pull down my barns and build greater, and there | will store all my
crops and my goods. " "And | will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.""'
20 "Byt God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you;
then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 21130 js he
who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

They are Yours!

On Sesame Street they play this game “one of these things
is not like the others”. Its got a catchy tune and the kids are shown
a bunch of things and are made to think about the objects to figure
out which thing is different. For example, perhaps they will show 5
fruits and one vegetable. Jesus was constantly doing that and does
that in our text. No, He doesn’t show us some fruit and vegetables.
He says some things that challenge our perception to make us think
and let the Holy Spirit, through His Word, do His work and show
us truth and salvation. Here, Jesus lays out this parable of a man’s
hard work reaping plentiful rewards and him building bigger barns
to store them and making plans to retire and enjoy the fruit of his

labor. Which of those three things is wrong? Which one of them is

not like the other? Where does he go wrong? That is the shocking
and challenging thing .What is so bad about what this man did?
Isn’t that what many of us are doing? Working to increase the size,
not so much of our barns, but our bank accounts so that we can
retire some day?

What is wrong with that? Is working hard wrong? Certainly
not! Consider Proverbs 6:6-8 “Go to the ant, you sluggard!
Consider her ways and be wise, Which, having no captain,
Overseer or ruler, Provides her supplies in the summer, And
gathers her food in the harvest.” Is storing up food or money for
the future and retirement wrong? Certainly not! It is good
stewardship. Consider Ecclesiastes 5:18 “Here is what I have
seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy
the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the
days of his life which God gives him; for it is his heritage.”

So why does God call this man a fool? What was this man

doing wrong? That is what Jesus wanted that crowd to think hard

about and us to think hard about. What was this man doing wrong?



Our text shows us what this man was doing wrong. Notice how
Jesus uses the word soul twice. This man said to his soul “let us
work hard, lay up food, and then enjoy life”. Then God said to him
“fool, your soul will be required of you.” The whole goal and
purpose of this man’s life was to enjoy life. He was building and
storing up for that and nothing else. That is why what he was doing
was wrong.

Notice too the context. Immediately before our text Jesus
has been talking about the only unforgivable sin, rejecting the Holy
Spirit, and about how His disciples will be put on trial. There is
this apparent moment of silence where people are thinking about
what He just said and then one guy breaks the silence to ask Jesus
to make his brother share the inheritance with him. That is like a
doctor talking to a crowd of cancer patients about a cure for cancer
and then the doctor asks if there is any questions and someone says
that vending machine ate his money, could the doctor get it back.

Jesus was talking about trials and persecution and the only

sin that can’t be forgiven and this man doesn’t ask a question about

those things, he asks about money. He showed what was important
to him. Not forgiveness, not the Holy Spirit, not a right relationship
with God, not heaven - money. Money was this man’s god. Jesus
tells this man, that He, Jesus, was not a civil magistrate. He had not
come to earth to distribute earthly wealth but earn for us a place in
heaven which would include the wealth of heaven.

Sadly, many more would seek Jesus “if He disturbed
earthly wealth instead of heavenly”. But Jesus tells this parable to
show this foolish man how foolish the purpose of his life was. The
possessions of the man in the parable could not bring him one
minute more of earthly life. The possessions of the man in the
parable could not forgive one sin or buy even a lean-to in heaven.
And once he died, whose would be those possessions he worked
his whole life for? Not his! This man’s whole life was a waste
because he built it on possessions, not Christ. In fact, calling it a
waste is kind of mild. Imagine someone going to all the time and
expense to be a lawyer only to discover they hated it so they went

back to school to be a doctor or MBA. They might consider all that



time and money spent on becoming a lawyer an awful waste. But
life will move on and they won’t regret it forever. What the man in
the parable did, he would regret forever. The purpose of his life
wasn’t just a waste, it was perdition.

Notice however the opposite. What happens to you who
don’t just labor for earthly food but for heavenly, who aren’t just
concerned with the size of your earthly bank account but also your
heavenly one. 2 Timothy 4:8 “Finally, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His appearing.”

The greatest treasure we have is an inheritance in heaven.
This is a treasure that we have not labored for and yet it is ours. It
is, as our text states, laid up for us. It was laid up for us by Jesus. It
is a heavenly bank account of righteousness that neither moth nor
rust can corrupt, nor thieves steal. And from this treasure of
forgiveness in Christ and holiness in Christ, spills forth wealth out

of this world. Life in the new heaven and earth, oneness with

Christ, life everlasting.

In the parable, God asks to whom will the possessions the
man labored for belong when he died? Not his. To whom shall the
treasure that Jesus laid up for you in heaven be when you die?

They will be Yours! In fact, they are yours now and will be

forever. Revelation 3:11 “Behold, [ am coming quickly! Hold fast
what you have, that no one may take your crown.”

What Jesus is warning about is making the chief purpose of
life about our life here on this earth. Two questions spring from
this? Where is the balance between working for earthly wealth and
heavenly wealth and how do we build up treasure in heaven?

People often get confused here. Our treasure in Christ is far
more important to us than earthly wealth. Does that mean we
shouldn’t work or that we should spend more time in church than
at work? No. To give you an earthly example, what is more
important to you, your family or your job? And yet we spent more
time at work than with our spouse and children most days. But that

doesn’t mean your job is more important than family. Do you have



a job for your family (to provide for them) because that is where
your heart is or do you have a family for your job (to advance your
carrier) because that is where your heart is? What would you rather
give up, your family or your career? There are actually many
whose job and career is more important than family and even more
sadly, fools, like the man in our parable, whose earthly life is more
important than their life in Christ, fools who would give up Christ
instead of money or family or earthly things.

But for us, who by the Holy Spirit know our real and true
live is above we have jobs and a family for heaven. We don’t just
labor and strive to provide our families for this world but more
importantly for heaven. We don’t just labor and strive to retire in
this world. We labor and strive for the true retirement of heaven.
Our treasure and heart are in heaven.

Which brings us to our second question. How do we build
up treasure in heaven? The crown of righteousness laid up for you
in heaven, our inheritance in heaven, You did not labor and sow for

that. Christ labored and attained that for you. A place in heavenly

life and glory, that did not come by the sweat of your brow but by
the blood of the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Treasure in heaven does not come by compounding interest but by
God’s love which gave His only begotten son so that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. These
are the treasures our heart treasures above all this world. 2
Corinthians 4:6 “For it is the God who commanded light to shine
out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

So now that we have this indescribable glorious treasure
through the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit, how do we build it
up? Well we can’t make heaven better. We can’t make eternal life
more eternal or perfect life more perfect. What we can do through
the work of the Holy Spirit is make our salvation, that future glory,
more sure. What we can do through the work of the Holy Spirit is
make our present joy in our heavenly inheritance in Christ greater.
And two passages that describes how this is done are Matthew

13:52 “Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is



instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new
and old.” and Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.”

These two passages are talking about the same thing. The
scribe, who was learned in the kingdom of heaven, his greatest
treasures that he joyfully showed and shared with others weren’t
paintings or diamonds, they were passages of the gospel that were
more dear to him than diamonds. Diamonds could not buy him
entrance into heaven and he would lose diamonds in death. The
treasure of the gospel, in which his heart rejoiced, would get him
into heaven and stay with him forever. It is the same with you.
The treasures of the Gospel, a crown of glory and righteousness
that Christ has already laid up for you in heaven, forgiveness of
sins, you have these. You have them even now. They are yours

now. They are your greatest treasure. What happens to them when

you die? Unlike earthly wealth, they will not go to another.
Because of Jesus, they are yours now and they will be yours
forever. We can’t add to this treasure that Christ’s blood has earned
for us and laid down in heaven. We can, by the Holy Spirit, set our
hearts on it and we can make it more sure by letting the Word of
Christ dwell in us richly, teaching and admonishing one another,
and singing with grace in our hearts to the Lord. Amen
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