
Ezra 1:1-5  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put
it in writing, saying,    Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth2

the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.   Who is among you of all His people? May his3

God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the
house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem.   And whoever4

is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver and
gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for the house of God
which is in Jerusalem.    Then the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin,5

and the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up
and build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 

The Stirring Call

(God’s call doesn’t just command faith, it

gives it.)

Imagine parents saying “clean your room” to your child and

your command to clean having the power to both enable them to clean

their room and make your child want to clean their room. Unfortunately,

God has not given us such authority but he has given us something much

better. Throughout the scriptures, we see Jesus and the prophets and

disciples and apostles point out people’s sin and call on them to repent

and point out salvation in Jesus and call on them to believe. We so often

forget how powerful that call is. Jesus’ call to believe made us believe

and made us want to believe and want to serve and obey His Word and

commandments. God’s call doesn’t just command faith. It gives it!

We see that in our text so powerfully with the emperor of the

known world and with the remnant of a once rebellious nation. See in

verse 1 “the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia”. Don’t

pass over these words. They are amazing and they explain what follows.

Because of this stirring, Cyrus has it proclaimed throughout his empire

that Jehovah (he actually uses the personal name of God) is the true

God. This is remarkable. According to the Persians, the highest god was

Ormuzd. They believed in many gods but they called Ormuzd the most

powerful, the god of heaven, the god who they believed had given them

victory over all the other kingdoms of the earth. Because of the stirring

call of the Lord, Cyrus rejects everything he had previously believed and

everything his people believed. He confesses to the whole empire that

Ormuzd, the god of the Persians  is not the true God but that Jehovah,

the God that Israel worshiped, was the one true God. 

This is a stunning and amazing change and this is not all the

Lord’s stirring of his soul did. In our text, we see then how eagerly he

sought to do what the Lord requested - build a temple to the Lord.

Remember before when I gave you the scenario of your command to

your child to clean their room both enabling them to do it and making
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them want to do it? We see that here. The Lord’s call to Cyrus made him

want to clean his room, it made him believe in Jehovah, and want to

serve him. He doesn’t just give permission for the Israelites to leave, as

Pharaoh had grudgingly given Israel permission to leave after having his

arm twisted. Cyrus was eager and excited for them to go and to build a

temple to the one true God. And if you keep reading in Ezra, you will

hear how Cyrus opened up the treasury and sent massive amounts of

gold and silver, back for the temple of the Lord.  You know kings, like

storybook dragons, love to hoard their gold. They don’t like sending it

away, but Cyrus does because the Lord had stirred his heart. God had

moved his heart to faith.

Here you have Cyrus, the emperor of Persia, who for over 68

years had not known the Lord and worshiped another god and had been

conquering the kingdoms of the earth and when he is 68 years old, he

rejects his former gods, his former life, comes to know and believe in

Jehovah and sees that God had given him the victories over all his

enemies, see that He is a pawn in the hands of the true God and doesn’t

resent being a pawn in God’s hands but rejoices in it. You know what

did that? The Word of God. It has always and only been the Word of

God that has done such a thing. Romans 10 “faith comes be hearing,

hearing by the word of God”. 

A Jewish Historian records how after Cyrus conquered Babylon,

Daniel, who had served the kings of Babylon and who would go on to

become the chief counselor to Cyrus as well, showed Cyrus those

prophecies that God, in Isaiah and Jeremiah, had written about Cyrus

and Daniel, undoubtedly did more than that. He showed Cyrus the

prophecies about Jesus. The words of Jehovah had the power to make

Cyrus know, believe that Jehovah, not Ormuzd was the true God. Those

words showed Cyrus that he was a sinner who deserved hell and a

Savior who would save him from hell by forgiving Cyrus’ sins by the

shedding of God’s holy blood in the place of man.  Those words stirred

Cyrus to know and believe that salvation for Cyrus and the whole world

would come from the Jews through whom the Savior who would come.

And so with rejoicing he sends Israel home. Home where the Savior of

the world would be born centuries later. Home where the temple to the

one true God was to be built.

But Cyrus was not the only one in whom the Word of God

worked miracles. We read God stirred up the hearts of the people of
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Israel and they arose to go home and build the temple. This is

remarkable.  The Jews did not rise up that very minute and start walking

for Judah, but the word shows the urgency and the desire that they had to

return to Judah. The people of Israel, especially the leaders, did not think

about it for awhile, they didn’t hesitate. They rose up to start packing

and preparing right away.  A former pastor of Good Shepherd in Rapid

City told me a funny story about how one of you moved to Rapid City

from the country and it took you weeks to unload because you would

only bring in a couple things from the moving truck a day, because you

really didn’t want to be a city slicker. The Jews were not like that. They

were raring to go. They packed up the u-haul camels quickly. 

This remnant of Israel rose up, not primarily to get out from

under Babylon’s thumb. They did not rise up primarily to get their pride

back as a people before the nations of the earth who mocked and scorned

them. They did not rise up primarily to go to their ancestral lands. They

rose up for the purpose of going up to Jerusalem and to build a temple to

Jehovah. Build a temple to THE God of heaven and earth who in grace

had preserved a remnant of Israel that there might still be hope and

salvation left for Israel and for the world, for the savior of Israel and the

world would be born of the descendants of Israel. 

This was a stirring onto faith or for those already believers, a

renewing of a right spirit. And what worked it was God’s Word. As God

in His council, has always worked it. Romans 10:17   So then faith“

comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

  This call of God’s Word can strip away pride (Cyrus

acknowledge that God had given him each victory. The kingdoms of the

earth were his because God had opened every door). This call strips

away greed (later in Ezra we hear of Cyrus opening his treasury to send

back all the treasures that had been taken from the temple of the Lord.)

It strips away selfishness. (Israel went up, not primarily to build new

homes for themselves, but primarily to build a house for the Lord). This

call strips away hesitation and fear (the remnant of Israel rose up, not

hesitating to leave their familiar and comfortable lives to go to a

wilderness). Our sinful nature remains as long as we live this world but

the stirring call of God’s Word that once conquered our soul’s deadness

can certainly overcome its weakness. The history that unfolds of Israel

falling many times to their weakness and abandoning the building of the
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temple to seek earthly self-interest, should not overshadow that. God

kept stirring up their hearts to faith so that once again, in the joy of

salvation, they went up to build the temple of the Lord. God do the same

for us. 

God hasn’t called us to build a earthly temple but He brought us

to faith and called us to build His spiritual temple. Build it joyfully.

Build it by Make your own salvation more secure by dwelling in God’s

Word. Build it by opening your mouth and telling your family and

teaching your family what great things God has done for you. Build it

with prayers for our missionaries. Build it with offerings for God’s

Work. And remember, don’t just clean your room. Want to clean your

room. By which I mean don’t just build God’s spiritual temple.  Want to

build God’s temple. And remember, it is only God’s Words about Jesus

your Savior that enables you to believe and makes you want to believe

and want to build a temple to our God. 

How many times have you sat here in church, heard God Words,

and saw your sin? Saw how greatly you failed and heard that Jesus

forgives you and in Jesus, you are still a member of heaven and  had

your heart stirred up to go then and build the temple of the Lord. Not to

be timid to share your faith. Determined to do more personal bible

reading. Determined to be a better husband and father or wife or mother

or child or friend. And then by the next day you have already forgotten

and are living just as you were before.  It happens a lot doesn’t it? It is

so discouraging, but the Gospel remains encouraging. That sin is

forgiven. In Christ you are still a member of heaven. 

We forget that Scripture has such power  and forget to rejoice

that the voice of God has spoken to us in the Gospel.  In baptism or

perhaps even earlier, even in the womb, we heard his command to

believe in Jesus and His command made us believe and made us want to

believe and want to serve, want to clean our room. God has visited us in

His Word, calling on us to believe and in those Words, God worked

what He commanded. He stirred up our souls to believe in Jehovah the

one true God, in Jesus the Savior who has come. Jehovah’s Words are a

stirring call. Amen 

Pastor Aaron Ude

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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