
John 3:14-21  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,

even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,   "that whoever believes15

in Him should not perish but have eternal life.   "For God so loved16

the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.   "For God did17

not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the

world through Him might be saved.   "He who believes in Him is18

not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already,

because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of

God.   "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into19

the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their

deeds were evil.   "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and20

does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.   "But21

he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be

clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 

The Sentence is In

-We have it already

-The Sentence is just

-Abide in the truth

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be waiting

to hear your fate? You are on trial and the jury is out deliberating on

the verdict. You will either be found guilty or innocent. I have to

imagine that the waiting would be killer. Your fate is in someone

else’s hands and all you can do is wait. You have to sit there

hyperventilating as you imagine the worst.  Sometimes people,

sometimes even we get sucked into thinking that is what our life here

on earth is like, tensely waiting to see whether we will go to heaven

or hell, waiting to see whether we will have life or death. That is not

the case, or at least that is not what it has to be like. WE don’t have to

wonder what our verdict will be, the verdict is already in. In fact not

only is the verdict already in but the sentence is already in as well and

here it is - you will live.  

Usually in the courtroom when someone has been found

guilty, the judge sets a later date to determine the sentence - five

years, fifty years, the death sentence. However, when someone is

found innocent, the sentence is pronounced right away - you are a

free man.  We don’t have to wait until the end of our lives or the end

of the world to hear our sentence, we already have it -   "For God so16

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  Notice

what God in His love had done for us. Sent His only son to die for us

so that whoever believes him may have everlasting life.  Jesus

doesn’t say here “will have everlasting life” but “have everlasting

life”. You already have it. You had it the moment you became a

believer. Just as oppositely, Adam and Eve became dead the moment

they ate the fruit. They died spiritually and to death and sin they

belonged, but the moment the Holy Spirit kindled faith in your heart,
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the sentence of everlasting life was pronounced on you, you were

made alive spiritually and to life and God belonged. God so loved the

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in

Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  “These are words to

make the sad happy, the dead alive if the heart believes on them

firmly”, Luther states. WE don’t have to wait till heaven to have this

eternal life. WE have it now in Jesus.  This life He gives is eternal. It

is unaffected by the death of the body but transfers us to heaven until

we are reunited with our bodies. 

In Jesus your life isn’t one long hyperventilating wait to see if

you will get eternal life or eternal death. In Jesus you can release the

greatest sigh of relief ever known, because He suffered for us, we

already have our verdict and sentence. Not guilty and eternal life. 

The opposite is true too. Those who don’t believe are already

tried, condemned, and sentenced.  "He who believes in Him is not18

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already.  The

World cries that this isn’t fair, God has condemned them even before

the trial has begun. They don’t understand what is going on. Jesus

uses the account in Numbers 21 of the lifting of the bronze serpent in

the wilderness as a picture of how He would be lifted up on the cross. 

 The people had been murmuring against God and so in just wrath,

God had sent poisonous serpents among them that were killing them. 

The people repented and prayed for the Lord to deliver them.  God

instructed Moses to construct a bronze serpent on a pole and told the

people that whoever looked upon it would be saved from the poison.

Everyone who had been bitten had their death sentence. They had no

antidote, they would die unless they repented and trusted. Trusted not

in the bronze snake, but in God’s Word.  

Here is the parallel to Jesus. Every person in the world has

been born bitten and poisoned. Once sin sank its sharp teeth and

released its deadly venom into Adam and Eve it was over for all

humans. They passed the poison of sin and death onto their

descendants, and they unto theirs, and thus it has come to us. WE

were born with the sentence of physical and spiritual death over our

heads.  That is why those who would say God is being unfair for

sentencing us before trying us or for condemning us, are so wrong.

God doesn’t really have to sentence us, we were condemned already,

we were already dead from the poison of sin. What God did was love
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the world despite our sinfulness. What God did was love you despite

your sinfulness. He wanted a different verdict and sentence

pronounced on you besides guilty and death and so He sent His Son,

His only begotten Son, to be bitten by death so that we might not

have to. 

This was God’s purpose for man. God didn’t come to

condemn men.  He came to save men. When we look to Him we are

healed. Healed by faith in what Christ did for us up there on the

cross. Trust that He sucked all the poison out so that we would not

die. You see that all the time in westerns. Someone is bit by a

rattlesnake and so they cut the bite and suck it to remove the poison.

They actually say today not to do that since you might end up

poisoning yourself if you swallow some of it or have cuts inside your

mouth. Jesus knew what would happen, yet He sucked all the poison

of sin and death from us and suffered their torment to the last drop so

that we might not have to suffer what we deserve for our sins. By

looking towards Him we are healed. We don’t have to wait to be

healed. We don’t have to wait for life. We have it through faith. The

Sentence is in - eternal life.

But the sentence of eternal death is in for unbelievers and

Jesus shows again that this is just.  "And this is the condemnation,19

that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather

than light, because their deeds were evil.  John, two chapters earlier,

revealed that the light that has come into the World is Jesus and His

Gospel. In Christ, all God’s power and grace and plan of salvation are

exposed and shine forth for men to see. But men hate the light, as we

talked about last week. They hate the cross, because it reveals them to

be sinners and fools. They refuse to see their own sinfulness and

worthlessness and so will not accept Christ crucified. 

In the end, the real reason then they reject the cross is because

they are evil and don’t want others to see that. They don’t want to see

that themselves. They want to be undisturbed in thinking they are

good people. They want to be undisturbed in thinking their life

amounts to something. They want to be undisturbed in thinking they

are the masters of their own destinies. This they can do only in

darkness of unbelief.  

They are doubly deserving of their fate. They are born dead in

sin and they reject the light the salvation that God offers in Christ.  It
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seems such foolishness, doesn’t it? To shy away from God’s Word, to

shy away from Christ, when it would bring joy and eternal life

because it would also mean admitting we are sinners. It seems so

foolish and yet even if it weren’t for the Holy Spirit calling us

through the Gospel, we would have done that very thing - rejected

God’s Word and Christ crucified. 

And on a daily basis, our sinful nature still shies away from

the light of God’s Word. What is your natural reaction when accused

of sin? Anger, denial, resentment, to point out the other person’s sins.

That is what our reaction is. We don’t like the light of the law putting

light on us. We don’t like seeing that our actions are filled with sin.

We need to be strengthened daily to fight against our sinful nature

that would drive us from the light which, unhampered, would destroy

faith and take away our not guilty verdict and our sentence of eternal

life.

How do we do that? Abide in God’s Word. Abide in the light.

Here in God’s Word our sin is spelled out from A to Z but also here

God’s Love is spelled out from A to eternity. How did God love the

world?  God loved the world so much that He gave his only begotten

son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have

everlasting life. Jesus loved the world so much that he drew the

poison of sin and death from us and suffered its horrible pains. This is

honey to our guilty conscience and nectar to our faith. The sentence

has come in. The verdict is not guilty and the sentence is eternal life. 

We abide in this good news.    "But he who does the truth21

comes to the light.”  Notice it doesn’t say as you might expect, He

who does good, comes to the light, it says he who does the truth

comes to the light. We aren’t good and our works aren’t good.  But

by the Holy Spirit, the truth has been planted in our hearts and made

us believers. Those who have the truth of the Gospel in their hearts

and come to the light, love the light, even though it reveals our

sinfulness because it also reveals our Savior and our sentence.  We

come to God’s word for it reveals both verdict and sentence. The

verdict and sentence are in, in Christ you are not guilty, you are a free

man, you have eternal life. Amen 
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