
Romans 16:25-27  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to

my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation

of the mystery kept secret since the world began   but now has been26

made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to

all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for

obedience to the faith --   to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus27

Christ forever. Amen. 

Jesus - the worst kept secret, 
the best kept mystery 

You know that magic trick where they put someone in a

box and they seem to cut them in half without hurting them and

then put them back together? I always liked that trick but it was

really spoiled for me when it was revealed how it was done. Instead

of one person in the box there are really two. One has their head

sticking out one end and they curl their knees up to their chest. The

other person has his or her, usually it is a her, sticking her legs out

from the other box and is bent at the waist 180 degrees with her

head to her knees. Now there I have gone and spoiled that trick for

you as well. If you didn’t know how it was done before, now you

do and the awe and the secret and the mystery of it is gone. It is for

precisely this reason that the advice is given to not sit too close to

the stage as it can spoil the act, it can spoil the mystery and awe.

Our text speaks of secrets and mysteries but these secrets and

mysteries are just the opposite- the closer you sit and the more you

understand the more amazing they become. When the secret of the

cut in half box is revealed one might be disappointed but when the

secret our text talks about, a secret kept since the world began,

there is rejoicing. What is this secret, what is this mystery? In a

word, it is Jesus.

How can God justly punish the sinner for his sin and yet

save the sinner from the punishment his sin deserve? How, when

man had loosed sin and death on the world, could God put the cat

back in the bag so to speak? How, when original sin makes us

spiritually dead so that we are incapable of coming to God on our

own, not even the tiniest bit, can God make us His without making

us slaves?  These are all part of that secret, that mystery kept secret

from the beginning of the world. God knew from the beginning the

answer to these question. He knew there was only one way to

punish sin yet save the sinner. The guilt of you and me, the sinner,

had to be placed upon another. But not just that. Not just the guilt
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for that would be unjust. The sin itself that brought the verdict of

guilty down on you and me and every sinner need to be placed on

another as II Cor 5:21 says “God made Him to be sin” or as Isaiah

says “God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all”. With our sin and

guilt placed upon Him, sin could be justly punished and we could

be saved. He would be wounded for our transgressions and bruised

for our iniquities, the chastisement for our peace was upon Him and

by His stripes we are saved.  

This was the secret, the mystery, God’s plan from the

beginning of the world. Yes God hinted at it and gave prophecies

about it but as God says in Colossians, these prophecies were just

shadows of things to come. They gave the outline but not the

substance. Even the angels in heaven wondered how God would

carry of this impossible seeming thing of punishing the sin but

saving the sinner and doing it justly as I Peter 1:12 says “these are

things which angels desire to look into”. 

But long ago in a tiny town called Bethlehem God’s plan

was revealed, it was manifested, it was made flesh in Jesus. And

what was it the angels said seeing God’s plan of salvation made

flesh - “Glory to God in the highest and earth peace and goodwill

toward men”. Seeing God’s plan of salvation, seeing the mystery

revealed they were not let down or disappointed as I was when I

discovered how that cut in half box trick was done, the angels were

filled with even more awe and praise of God, of His wisdom and

His grace. 

This mystery, this secret is no longer a secret as our text

says . It now has been made manifest and by the prophetic

Scriptures has been made know to all nations.  By the command of

the everlasting God, the call to repentance and faith in Jesus has

gone out into all the earth.  And although this secret is no longer a

secret, no longer confined to one nation but proclaimed to all

nations and no longer prophetic shadows but detailed substance yet

still it retains the awe and wonder of a mystery and the closer we

get to it and understand it, by the Holy Spirit, the more in awe we

are just like the angels for  “no better plan of salvation could have been

conceived, nor could God’s plan have been more successfully executed.”

- Lenski  
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Jesus, Jesus only Jesus. Only He could carry the day. Only

because He the Son of God begotten not made, willingly laying

aside His power and glory to become man and as God and man not

sinning once but willingly taking upon Himself the sin of Word

only because of This is God able as Romans 3:26 declares “to be

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Jesus is the

manifestation of God’s plan of Salvation. Jesus is God’s plan of

salvation. He is our salvation.  And God has sent this Gospel into

all the world for obedience to the faith, that is so that we might

believe and might as our text starts out “be established”. The

Gospel tells us of Jesus and calls us to repent and believe and

through Holy Spirit enables us to obey that call to believe and the

Gospel established us in that faith that God might be the just

justifier of you and of me. 

Take a front seat to this secret which is no longer a secret

and this mystery which while having been manifest has lost none of

its glory and awe. This secret, this mystery is Jesus. He alone. Let

me read for you where John is given a front row seat to this

mystery made manifest and what his reaction and what your

reaction is for this prophecy about our future in heaven. 

Revelation 5:2-13  Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming

with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose

its seals?"   And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the3

earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.   So I wept much,4

because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to

look at it.   But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep.5

Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has

prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."   And I6

looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living

creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it

had been slain, ...  Then He came and took the scroll out of the7

right hand of Him who sat on the throne.   Now when He had8

taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders

fell down before the Lamb, ...  And they sang a new song, saying:9

"You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You

were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of
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every tribe and tongue and people and nation,   And have made us10

kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth."  11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the

throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them

was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 

 saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To12

receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and

glory and blessing!"   And every creature which is in heaven and13

on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all

that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and

power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever

and ever!" 

That is what our reaction in heaven will be. And what is our

reaction now? The same . The same as in that text and the same

way Paul ends our text and the book of Romans - to God who alone

is wise and gracious be glory though Jesus Christ forever. Amen 

Pastor Aaron Ude  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
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