Micah 3:5-12 ° Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets Who make my
people stray; Who chant "Peace" While they chew with their teeth, But who
prepare war against him Who puts nothing into their mouths: ¢ "Therefore you
shall have night without vision, And you shall have darkness without divination;
The sun shall go down on the prophets, And the day shall be dark for them. ’ So
the seers shall be ashamed, And the diviners abashed; Indeed they shall all cover
their lips; For there is no answer from God." ® But truly I am full of power by
the Spirit of the LORD, And of justice and might, To declare to Jacob his
transgression And to Israel his sin. ° Now hear this, You heads of the house of
Jacob And rulers of the house of Israel, Who abhor justice And pervert all
equity, ' Who build up Zion with bloodshed And Jerusalem with iniquity:
Her heads judge for a bribe, Her priests teach for pay, And her prophets divine
for money. Yet they lean on the LORD, and say, "Is not the LORD among us?
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No harm can come upon us." '* Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed
like a field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, And the mountain of the
temple Like the bare hills of the forest.

THE LORD IS AMONG US!
Yes, giving us sinmongers
Yes, kicking out our crutches
Yes, giving us peace

One prominent American pastor fell down the stairs and
hurt himself very badly. He proclaimed that Satan was trying to
silence him. What is ironic about the situation is that a week
before, a rival pastor had been in an accident and the former pastor
proclaimed that God was punishing the other pastor for his sins.
What made this pastor so sure? Why couldn’t it be the other way
around? Why couldn’t it be that Satan was trying to silence his

opponent and God was punishing him? How are we to know?

More importantly how are we to know if the Lord is with us? The

people of Israel asked this question in our text- is not the Lord
among us? Except they asked it rhetorically because they thought
the answer was obviously yes, that Lord was with them. What
made them so confident? Well they, like that pastor, in their
arrogance spoke so confidently. What made them so confident was
the fact that they were Jews and the temple of the one true God was
with them up on Mount Zion. That made them think they were
blessed and no harm would come upon them. You know what? that
was a really stupid reason to think the Lord was with them. As our
text reveals, God went to the extreme measure of having Jerusalem
and that temple destroyed and not just destroyed, but every trace of
it removed for the very reason of getting these people to
understand they weren’t saved because they were physical
descendants of Abraham and the Lord wasn’t with them just
because His temple was with them.

What about you? Is the Lord with you? If so, how do you
know? Do you know the Lord is with you because you go to

church every week? Is the Lord with you because you try your



best? Is the Lord with you because life has been really good and so
the Lord must be blessing you? Or is the Lord with you because
life has been bad and God promised that in this world his disciples
would have tribulations? Those are all stupid reason for thinking
the Lord is with you. When we think such things, we are acting just
like Israel in our text. Unfortunately such thinking is all too
common for us, because we like to look for signs. But that doesn’t
work. You will end like Israel assuring each other the Lord is with
you even when the hammer of his wrath is coming down on your
heads.

So is the Lord among us? Is He with you? Don’t look to
signs to answer that question, look to the promises of God, look to

His Word that declares that He is with you. Such as Hebrews 13:5
For He Himself has said, "l will never leave you nor forsake
you." Don’t do as our weak nature wants to do and look for signs

of God’s presence and favor, trust His Word. God is with you. God
is with you and God was with Israel just not the way they thought

as we shall see. The Lord is with us giving us sinmonger, kicking

out our crutches and giving us peace.

One of the reasons that the Israelites thought that nothing
bad would happen to them is because they had all these false
prophets telling them so. These prophets divined for money. They
weren’t true prophets. They used superstitious means like the
casting of lots to supposedly divine the future for the person who
brought them an offering. Verse five of our text puts this rather
poetically when it talks about them chanting peace while they
chewed with their teeth. To any one who brought them a steak or
some choice cut of meat these false prophets would gladly tell
them “oh yes the Lord is with you”, or “your business with
prosper”, or “no the Babylonians won’t attack™, or “yes you are
okay with God even though you stole your neighbors property and
slept with his wife”. We have such false prophets today too. They
are called itching ear pastors. They tell people what the people are
itching to hear instead of what God says. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 ° For
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,



they will heap up for themselves teachers; * and they will turn
their ears away from the truth,

Itching ear pastor say “Oh yes, it is okay to be
homosexual.” “Oh yes it is okay to live together before marriage.”
“Oh yes it is okay to fellowship with anyone who calls themself a
Christian.” This is what God has to say about such people in
Jeremiah 23:32 "Behold, I am against those who prophesy false
dreams,"” says the LORD, "and tell them, and cause My people to
err by their lies and by their recklessness. ...Jeremiah 23:17 They
continually say to those who despise Me, 'The LORD has said,

",
’

"You shall have peace" '; And to everyone who walks according to

the dictates of his own heart, they say, 'No evil shall come upon
you.""

They had false prophets falsely telling them that no evil
would come upon them. So what did God do? He sent them
prophets to proclaim the truth. Proclaimed that evil would come

upon them. Proclaimed that God would punish them unless they

repented and changed their lives. Don’t you see that the Lord was

with them? With them by sending sinmongers. Who, until Israel
repented of their sins, would keep pointing out their sins. Who, ntil
Israel repented of their sins,would keep telling them they would be
punished for their sins. God was with them sending them faithful
prophets who warned Israel that war with Babylon would come
and they would lose because of their abundant sin.

God was with Israel. God does the same today. He is with
you. We know this to be true because He has promised it. He sends
us sinmongers. There are plenty of influences out there that will
tell you and reassure you in your sin. We love to surround
ourselves with people and influences that will back up our own
opinions. People who tell you that you are right. Who will tell you
that what you are doing isn’t that bad, that it is okay to treat your
wife or husband like that, that it is okay to put yourself first, that it
is okay to treat some annoying person with contempt, that it is
okay to be caught up in this world’s love of possessions . There are
plenty of influences out there that are telling people and will tell

you that your lifestyle is fine, that you are a good person, that God



loves you so it is okay to be you. Here is the problem with that, it
is not okay to be you. Because you are a sinner. Your natural
nature is a sinful nature and thank God that He is among us and has
sent us sinmongers who instead of chanting peace, peace, chant
war, war. Chant, declare, that man is at enmity with God. Your
sinful lifestyle of covetousness, or lying, or discontentment, of
hatred, of selfishness is not okay and the holy hammer of God’s
justice will send you to hell unless you daily repent of these sins
and turn from them. IS the Lord among us? Absolutely. Through
parents and teachers and pastors and brothers and sisters in Christ
he has called to us not peace, peace, in our sin but He calls out
repent or die. God is among us doing this because he doesn’t want
us to be condemned for our sin but desires all men to be saved.
We may not like having our sins pointed out, in fact we
don’t, but God in love is among us calling us to repentance and
God is among us kicking out our crutches. The people of Israel
thought they were safe because the temple of God was with them.

This symbol of the presence of God and the favor of God made

them feel secure, feel secure even while their lives were filled with
abundant sin. So what did God do? He kicked out their crutches.
They were confident God was with them, that thought they were
okay with God because of the temple so God removed the temple.
He had the Babylonians crush Israel, drag the remainder into
captivity and destroy the temple so completely that you couldn’t
even tell it was there. Why would God do such a thing? Why
would a loving God do such a thing. Because God desires all men
to be saved and is not willing that any should perish. That temple
was part of the reason the people thought there were okay with
God when they weren’t. That temple was part of the reason they
wouldn’t repent and turn to the Lord to be healed and so God
wiped it from the earth. He kicked out the crutches.

What makes you feel safe? What makes you feel safe in
this world and feel safe for the coming world? Is it your good
health, is it your youth, is it your money;, is it that you have a good
job, is it that you have lots of family and friends who care about

you, is it that you haven’t killed anyone or committed adultery? If



the answer is anything beside Jesus, it is crutch. A crutch that
Satan can get you to lean on more and more until you have fallen
from faith, until like Israel you feel you are okay with God for
some other reason besides that God in Christ forgave your sins and
if you rely on anything else beside that God in Christ forgives your
sins then you are not okay with God. What is a loving God to do?
Kick out the crutches. It is the only loving thing to do. Hebrews
12:5-6 ° And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to
you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the
LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; ° For
whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom
He receives."”

Don’t you see how God is among us. You are okay with
God but not because of anything you have done but because of
everything that Christ did. God was in Christ reconciling the world
to himself not imputing their trespasses to them. God is among us
don’t look to signs, look to His promises, look to His words. He is

among us sending us sinmongers who call us to repentance. He is

among us kicking out our crutches. He is among us doing these
things that He might give us peace. God does call to us peace,
peace but not to the impertinent then he calls war and death and
hell that we might repent but when we heed His Spirits cry and
repent then in Christ He calls peace peace . Isaiah 1:18 '* " Come
now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your
sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they

are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.
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