
Matthew 25:31-46     " W hen the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all31

the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.   "All32

the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.   "And He33

will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.   "Then the34

King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  35

'for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;   'I was naked and you clothed36

Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.'  37

"Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You
hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?   'W hen did we see38

You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?   'Or when did39

we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'   "And the King will40

answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'   "Then He will41

also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:   'for I was hungry42

and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;   'I was43

a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.'   "Then they also will answer44

Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?'   "Then He will45

answer them, saying, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'   "And these will go46

away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

I am Jesus’ Little Lamb

There is a church activity in which you give every participant

a piece of paper with four options on it and you ask everyone to

circle the description that best describes how they feel about their

salvation. The four options are: I am going to heaven, I think I am

going to heaven, I don’t think I am going to heaven, I am not going

to heaven. Which one of those would you circle? When this is done a

curious discrepancy is often found. The children of the congregation

almost always circle with quick and easy confidence that they are

going to heaven while their parents and the other adults in the

congregation are not as sure. If you ask them why they are so

certain, they will answer something like “because of Jesus” or

“because the Bible tells me so” or “because I am Jesus’ little lamb”.

And isn’t that exactly what you teach your children at home? Isn’t

that exactly what we tell them here at church and in Sunday School?

Yes it is. We teach them that Jesus loved them and died for them so

they could go to heaven. We teach them to be confident of that. So

when we teach our children to be confident of salvation and

presumably our parents taught us to be confident of salvation, why

then do we when we have grown up and presumably become smarter

are we not so certain? Is it because we have grown wiser and we

should indeed not be so confident in Jesus? No. It is generally

because we have, as we have gotten older, in this regard become less

wise. We have become less trusting and so less likely to say with the

confidence of a believing child - yes I am going to heaven because

of Jesus. Yes, I am going to heaven because Jesus died for me. Yes I

am going to heaven because I am Jesus’ little lamb. Jesus spoke of

this very tendency of man to grow more foolish as the grow up when

he told us Luke 18:17  "Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive

the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it." 

You can speak with the complete confidence and trust of a
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little child when you speak of your salvation. You are never too old

to know and rejoice that You are Jesus’ little lamb, and thus say not

with arrogance but with complete trust in Jesus “Yes I am going to

heaven”.  

How can you be as confident as a little child that you are

Jesus’ little lamb? How can you be confident that you are one of the

sheep in our text that enter into heaven instead of one of the goats

that is sent to hell? For the same reason children knew it -because

the Bible tells them so. My brother Matt gets made fun of by our

brethren in India. It is good natured ribbing, but they find it quite

funny that he can’t tell the difference between goats and sheep.

There is a lot of livestock in those rural villages. And when he goes

to visit churches or pastors in those villages they like to ask him is if

a certain animal is a goat or a sheep. Matt never knows, which they

find really funny since to them it is as easy for them to distinguish as

cows and horses. Matt may not be able to tell the difference between

sheep and goats but Jesus know the difference between believers and

unbelievers and our text shows us what the difference is.  

So are you  a goat or a sheep? Well I am going to ask you

three questions today based on our text, based on what the Bible says

and if your answer to each one of them is yes then you can say with

confidence, I am Jesus’ little lamb. Question one: have you had

opportunities to serve Jesus that you failed to take advantage of ?  

Yes or No?  Question two: Do you deserve to go with the goats into

everlasting punishment ?  Yes or no? Question three: Are your

blessed by the Father, the heavenly Father? Yes or No?

If you would answer “no” to even one of those you either

need more Bible instruction or you are a goat. If your answer to each

one of those was “yes” then you are Jesus’ little lamb, you are a

sheep not a goat. How can we be so confident? How can I be so

confident? Because the Bible tells me so! Take the first question -

have you had opportunity to serve Jesus that you failed to take

advantage of? What is it the goat’s answer to that question in our

text? They say no. Jesus says to the goats in our text, “I was hungry

and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty and you gave me no drink. I

was naked and you didn’t take me in.” And what do the goats, the

unbelievers say - “when did we see you hungry or thirsty or tired?” 

They deny that they had an opportunity to service the Lord. But as

our text points out when we have an opportunity to help a brother in

Christ for Christ’s sake and we don’t, it was as if Jesus our Savior

was there, hungry and tired and we passed on by. 

That person, whoever he is and whatever he has done, is
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someone Jesus created and someone Jesus died for, someone Jesus

loves. And Jesus, who has saved us from the abyss, has asked us to

show that person some of the love He has showered upon us.

Believers know that we have often failed to do this. Jesus told his

disciples “ a new commandment I give you, that you love one

another”. Believers know how badly they have botched this. We

have broken this commandment and many others and when we have

done this, it was as if Jesus our Savior was before us hungry and

tired and we slammed the door in His face.  Which brings us to

question two- Do you deserve to go into everlasting punishment? 

         The sheep at God’s right hand will say “yes” to that question.

Notice that when Jesus tells the sheep that when He was hungry and

tired they fed Him and cared for Him, the sheep, the believers say

“Lord when did we do that?”

We just got done confessing that we have failed to serve the

Lord. We have failed to love one another. Many are the times we

when we have treated a fellow human being, a soul whom God

created and God died for and God loves with contempt and malice. 

Sheep, believers, confess with Isaiah. Isaiah 64:6 “We have all

become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like

a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like

the wind, take us away.”  Do we deserve to go into everlasting

punishment? Believers say yes.

But thankfully we come to our third question. Are you

blessed by the Father? The goats say “no”. If not with their lips then

with their heart, they say “no”. While believers, the sheep, Jesus

little lambs say “yes” with heart and lips.  

Lets review what it means to be blessed. When man blesses

God it means to praise His holy name. When God blesses man it

means God in mercy and grace is bestowing blessings, favor upon

us. And oh how God in Christ has showered the blessings on us!

Ephesians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in

the heavenly places. Matthew 16:17 Jesus answered and said to

him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not

revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. Romans

9:15-16  For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have

mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  So

then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has

mercy...

Salvation is entirely a blessing of God.  "Here there isn't an

opening even one inch wide through which the believers' merit
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might creep in. All our blessings come from the side of the Father.

He sent His son to redeem us. He had His Holy Spirit bring us  into

possession of redemption and salvation by creating faith in our stony

hearts; through the Holy Spirit he guarded and kept our wayward

hearts in the saving faith."- Franzmann  

Yes, believers when asked whether they have failed God will

say “Yes I have sinned and done great evil” and when asked whether

they deserve eternal hell will say “yes for my sin I deserve hell” but

when asked if they are blessed by the father will say, they will shout,

they will sing  “Yes! Yes, God in His grace has blessed me . Yes, I

am blessed.”  Certainly many unbelievers and people who call

themselves Christian will also confess that they are blessed by God.

But they mean that God has helped them but they did some or all of

the work. They mean that they think they deserve to be one of those

Jesus the Good Shepherd taps to go the right side into everlasting

life. That is not what our heavenly Father means when He calls the

sheep in our text blessed and that is not what we mean, and God who

knows the heart will know the difference. What the true sheep, what

we mean when we say “yes, I am blessed by the Father” is that we

deserve to go with the goats into everlasting fires prepared for Satan

and his demons but by the grace of our God we our blessed to come

into everlasting life in Christ Jesus.  That is what blessed means -

Romans 4:6-8  just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to

whom God counts righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are

those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 

blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." 

We rightly teach our children that they will go to heaven

because we teach them the true biblical meaning of blessed and we

teach them that they are blessed in Christ. Teach it to yourself and to

your brothers and sisters over and over again. After all isn’t this

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and what is written on the front of

this building? John 10 where Jesus says “I am the good Shepherd I

know my sheep and I give them eternal life.” You are Jesus’ little

lamb. You are never to old to know or to sing it! 

Pastor Aaron Ude 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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