
John 10:22-30  Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it

was winter.   And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch.  23 24

Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, "How long do You keep

us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."   Jesus answered them,25

"I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's

name, they bear witness of Me.   "But you do not believe, because you26

are not of My sheep, as I said to you.   "My sheep hear My voice, and I27

know them, and they follow Me.   "And I give them eternal life, and they28

shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  29

"My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is

able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.   "I and My Father are one."30

His voice calls us 

An avid atheist once said that he wouldn’t believe even if

Jesus appeared from heaven as 200 foot giant. That is one thing God

would agree with him on. The Bible continually points out that

seeing is not believing. Remember in the parable of Lazarus,  Jesus

points out that if someone does not hear the scripture neither will

they be persuaded though one rise from the dead. This truth is being

carried out in our text. These Jews, who over the last year had grown

increasing hostile to Jesus, surround Him in an angry mob and

demand that He reveal plainly if He was the Christ, the Greek word

for Savior. What is Jesus’ response? “I already told you”. Jesus

couldn’t have been more clear. Jesus’ works, every word and

miracle, shouted more obviously than the sun in the sky that Jesus

was the Christ, the one all the prophets had promised, the

culmination of all the promises given to the children of Abraham.    

Jesus tells them plainly here in our text once again in

numerous ways culminating with the clearest “I and my Father are

one” that He was God and their savior. But Jesus also tells them

something else. He tells them that their ignorance and unbelief was

not due to Him. The same is true today. The ignorance and unbelief

of every atheist and every agnostic and every pagan, every

unbeliever is not any fault of God, it is due to their unwillingness to

listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd. 

Jesus uses a present tense in verse 25. The works that “I do”-

on going works. Those works of Jesus continue to this day and they

continue to bear witness to Jesus that He is our God and savior and

that He is alive. What are those works? They are His Words which

are living and active, which we still have in Scripture. They are His

providential care. The heavens declare the glory of God . He knit us

together in our mother’s womb. He sends the rain and the sun and

fills our hearts with good things.  And His works are also the

fulfillment of Scripture and the sending forth of the Holy Spirit into
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our hearts by which we believe.  

The whole creation clearly testifies along with our

conscience to the existence of God, and the Holy Scriptures testify

with the Holy Spirit who and what God is, so why did these Jews not

believe and why do so many today not believe? Agnostics blame it

on God, just like the Jews in our text, but the failure is not God’s. It’s

men’s. Why do they fail to see and hear and believe? Because they

will not listen. They refuse to hear, as Jesus would soon say looking

down on Jerusalem and says now looking down on the unbelieving

world “I would gather you in my arms but you were not willing.”

Unbelief is not the fault of God. It is the fault of the unbeliever.

What about belief? Unbelief is to the discredit of the

unbeliever, not God, so is belief to the credit of the believer? No!

NO! No! Our mind wants to go there because our mind likes to solve

mysteries and because we want to feel like we have contributed to

salvation.  But when we believe is not because of something we have

done. It is because of something God has done! So when some fail to

believe, it is their failure and when someone believes it is God’s

success? Yes. That is what scripture plainly teaches and calls us to

trust. 

To many that sounds like God has rigged the system. That is

exactly what God has done, that some might be saved from Satan

and hell. It is neither good nor right for there to be a scapegoat for

sin, for someone to pay the penalty for another’s sin and evil deeds,

but Christ didn’t just die for our sin, He died with our sin so He

could be both just and the justifier. With that act He fulfilled the

demands of the law that the law might not condemn you and He

sends forth the Holy Spirit in His Word to work in grace that there

might be a remnant according to the election of grace, that you might

be part of that remnant of grace. Don’t baulk. Hear and rejoice.

How does Jesus do it? We cannot by our own reason or effort

come to Him. We cannot by our reason or effort be part of that

election of grace, so how does Jesus cause us to hear? He gently

speaks the gospel to us. Jesus answered the crowd plainly in our text

that He was the Christ but He also told them plainly why they didn’t

believe, despite it being clear. Why? Because they were not His

sheep.  But Jesus, in our text, in His love that desires all men to be

saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, tries to make them His

4



sheep. How? By speaking the Gospel so gently to them. And oh how

beautiful His Words are. 

It was common practice for shepherds in those days to have a

communal fenced in area where they kept all the sheep for the night.

This allowed the shepherds to take turns watching the flock during

the night providing better protection for them from predators. Then

during the day the shepherd would call out and the sheep of each

particular shepherd would go to him. And he would lead them to

pasture. They came and followed because they knew his voice. What

about a new shepherd? How would he teach the sheep to know his

voice? He would talk gently and lovingly to them and eventually

they would know his voice and be able to distinguish it from all

others and would come when he called and follow him. 

That is the picture Jesus is using here. This crowd was not a

docile bunch of sheep. They were an angry hostile mob, a mob who

would deliver Him up to Pilate to be crucified in a few months time,

but Jesus does not give up His attempts to save even a few of them.

He gently speaks the gospel to them. 

What is it alone that could change them from unbelieving

into believing? What is it alone that could make them His sheep? His

voice - the Gospel. The Gospel is the voice of our Good Shepherd

and how sweet it is to us, His sheep. 

Look at these beautiful pairs in verses 27 and 28 - “Hear and

follow”, “know and give”.  His voice, the Holy Spirit in the Word,

causes us to hear His voice to know Him as our Good Shepherd and

to follow Him. And the Good Shepherd knows us and gives us

eternal life. These acts are not sequential they are simultaneous. His

voice, the voice of our Good Shepherd, teaches our hearts to hear

Him and follow Him. To follow Him and hear Him. We can’t follow

Jesus if we can’t hear Him, we can’t hear Him if we don’t follow

Him.  Think of a sheep that has wandered so far away that he is no

longer able to hear the voice of the shepherd. Can he follow His

voice? No. But what does Jesus the Good Shepherd do? He comes

searching for us the lost sheep, calling us by name that we might

once again hear His voice in Scripture and follow. It is His voice that

causes us to follow and hear and hear and follow. 

And where is it He leads us? To green pastures and quiet

waters. No that doesn’t mean a penthouse overlooking Central Park .
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He leads our heart and soul to sweet peace and rest no matter what is

going on in our lives, even sick and dying, poor and without friends.

We can lie down in trust and contentment when we hear the voice of

Jesus the Good Shepherd. We hear His voice in the Gospel and thus

know he is with us. His rod and staff they comfort us. My child is

sick, my mother is dying, I lost my job - oh well, my shepherd, the

Good Shepherd is with me always. He will do what is good for me. 

He is bringing me eternal life. 

Why in our lives do we so often get into states of fear and

despair and worry? We get there not because our Shepherd isn’t near

but because we aren’t listening to His voice. We aren’t listening to

His gentle sweet gospel. You’re in His hands. Nothing is going to

snatch you from His tender care. Jesus emphasizes that point. When

you are in His hands, you are also in God the Father’s hands for they

are one in the same. Three persons, yet one God. God knows you.

You are His. He will let no evil come upon you. Yes bad things

might happen to you in this world, but nothing truly evil when you

are in His hands. God will use the bad things for your eternal good.

Yes, you may stray into sin and face the consequences of your sin in

this world as we heard about with Abram, but Jesus the Good

Shepherd paid for your sin and laid down His life for yours on the

cross so there will be no consequences for your sin in eternity. You

will have eternal life and never perish. The Greek is even more

emphatic than the English. You will not perish even for all eternity. 

Who and why would anyone turn down such a shepherd?

Why would any refuse to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd?

Sadly we all would because our natural heart and mind is hostile to

the goodness of God. But behold the Good Shepherd in our text -

Speaking the gospel gently, sweetly, to those people and to us. His

voice, the voice of the Gospel, calls us and causes our hearts to listen

and our ears to hear and our feet to follow. His voice made us His

and He gives us eternal life. 
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