Ephesians 1:15-23 Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, '® do not cease to give thanks
for you, making mention of you in my prayers: '’ that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, '® the eyes of your understanding
being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, '® and
what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power *° which He worked in
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, ?' far above all principality and power and
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in that which is to come. ?* And He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, # which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

His is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory!

What does Christ’s ascension have to do with the Lord’s
Prayer? If you look at the sermon theme, you will notice that it is
how we end the Lord’s Prayer “for Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.” But today we
celebrate Christ’s ascension into heaven to sit at the right hand of
God. What does that have to do with the Lord’s Prayer? Everything!

Who else should we go to in prayer? Who else can we go
to? Jesus’ ascension into heaven shows us who is in charge and who
is keeping watch over all the earth and who is taking care of God’s

Church on earth and who has power over everything that happens.

Going to anyone else besides Him in prayer is a waste of time.
What we celebrate today, should make us joyful and confident to
come to God with our prayers and joyful and confident to go about
our lives in service to the Lord because His is the kingdom and the
power and glory.

The disciples left the Mount of Transfiguration joyful and
confident. Not joyful and confident in what they had done but in
what God had done and was doing. You also leave our worship
today joyful and confident in the Lord because His is the Kingdom.
What is the kingdom? It is the invisible congregation of all believers
of all times. The citizens of this kingdom have a place in eternal life
and the Lord rules over them and wipes away every tear from their
eyes. And in time this kingdom will be made visible and there will
be no fear or death in all that beautiful kingdom.

And it is Christ’s Kingdom. He made it possible by the
shedding of His blood to redeem us to God. And it is Christ’s
kingdom again because the feet or will of man cannot cause them to
enter into this temporally invisible kingdom. As our text says, it is

His calling. It is His calling by the Gospel that makes us believers,
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that brings us and our children into that blessed country.

Paul uses a very odd expression to describe this all. It is
translated “the eyes of your understanding enlightened so you may
see what is the hope of His calling”. It is literally the eyes of your
heart opened. That is almost creepy, thinking of your heart having
eyes. Even if your heart did have eyes, what could they see? No
light would reach them. But that is exactly Paul’s point. It is God’s
calling. It is His gospel, which is both the light to see and the thing
that creates the eyes of the heart to see, to believe. To see, to
believe, to know what is the hope of His calling.

And what is Christ’s hope for you? What is, what was
Christ’s hope, His plan for you when He called you by the Gospel,
what does He want for you? That you should be holy and blameless
before Him in love, that you should be saved from this present evil
world and live in the new heaven and earth in which righteousness
will dwell. What a comforting, joyous thing to know what Christ’s
plans and hopes are for you.

Yes, His is the kingdom. It, as our text points out, is His

body. Who hates their body? Do we not nourish and cherish it? So

you are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. Christ
nourishes and cherishes each soul He has called into His kingdom.
Leave the mount of ascension with confidence and joy.

But His also is the power. And so we have even more reason
for comfort and confidence. Power is not weak. Power is the
opposite of weakness. But so great is God’s power that Paul calls it
surpassingly great. So great it surpasses all other power. The
Kingdom is Christ’s and He has called you into it. And His power,
which rules over and protects that kingdom, surpasses every other
power.

It was this power that raised Christ from the dead. It was this
power that created the world and everything in it. That said, “let
there be” and it was. It was this power that called Lazarus from
death and he came forth. People have often complained that rulers
and governments misuse and don’t use their power for the good of
the common man. Sadly, that is usually the case in History. But
Jesus taught us to pray with joy and confidence and the disciples left
the mount of ascension with joy and confidence because God’s is

the kingdom and the power and He uses that power for us. Paul
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assures us of that. It is power, not just potential power but power
activity working for us, each one of us. Paul gives us an example.
That surpassingly great power, the power that was used to raise His
Son Jesus from the dead, was also used on each one of you to raise
you from spiritual death.

There is so much there to comprehend if the Spirit opens the
eyes of our heart. So lost was our condition that it takes the same
power that raised Jesus from physical death to raise us to spiritual
life, to give our heart, our souls, eyes to see and believe. And God
used that power on each of you to do that very thing, to give you
faith in Jesus so you may live forever that you might be part of His
calling.

Our comfort and confidence does not end there. That
surpassingly great power is not dormant. It is active on behalf of the
citizens of His kingdom. Look at Christ’s ascension and see what it
means for us as Paul explains in our text. It means Christ rules over
the Church with that power, that surpassingly great power so that
He sits far above every other power and ruler. That includes all the

governments and rulers and men of this world and Satan and His

evil angels. This world and our government seems to be ever more
the enemies of Christians, but fear not. His is the kingdom and the
power. Perhaps you are very worried and concerned about the
direction of our country and who is going to be the next president.
Fear not, the ruler of the more important eternal kingdom is Christ
and His is the power. Surpassingly great power that brought you
into the kingdom and will protect it .

His also is the glory. Yes, as | already pointed out, the glory
for us being citizens of Christ’s kingdom belongs to Christ, not us.
Notice that Paul thanks and praises God for the faith and love of the
Ephesians. That faith and love, them being part of the kingdom of
heaven, was not their work but God’s. This is why Jesus taught us
to pray “for Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory”.
But there are many more reasons the glory belongs to God. Our text
talks about some. “The riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints.” That would be better translated “the riches of His glorious
inheritance with the saints”. And our text also calls the Father - the
Father of Glory. Everything that is great and everything that is

glorious has its end and its beginning in Him. It is God who created
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this world and everything in it with its wonders and joys. It is God
who made the Kingdom of heaven and called us by His Gospel into
it using the same power that raised Christ from the dead. It is God
who made the Church His body and rules all things for the good of
His Church. Are we worthy of any glory? None. But Jesus is.
Revelation 5:11-13 “Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many
angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, '? saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is
the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and
wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" "* And
every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the
earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, | heard
saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who
sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

God’s is the glory. But you know why the disciples went
down from the mount of ascension to lives of poverty and
persecution and martyrdom and yet they went with joy and

confidence? Because God’s was the Kingdom and He made them

part of it. And God’s was the power and that power was with them.
And because God’s was the glory and God in His grace, which is
His greatest glory, shares His glory with every citizen of His
kingdom. How much, how great is the glory, the glorious
inheritance that Jesus deserves? Jesus shares it all with you. His
glorious inheritance with the saints. The glorious inheritance He
shares with the saints. Revelation 3:21 "To him who overcomes I will
grant to sit with Me on My throne.” 1 Peter 1:3-5 “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith
for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

The eyes of our hearts being opened by the Holy Spirit we
proclaim - “Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever, Amen.” And leave here in comfort and joy.
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