
Galatians 1:6-8  I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,  which is not another; but

there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.  But

even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what

we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

Grace is the social Gospel 

So what do you think of this new Pope? Pope Francis? That

is a water cooler topic all over this world. People seem to have a

lot of different opinions. A lot of those people have favorable

opinions of him. The media certainly seems to love him. They

portray him as an angel.  Some of you have asked me about him.

So what should you think of him? I will tell you what Scripture

says of Him. He is a spiritual drug dealer who should be accursed.

His Gospel is not Gospel. Grace is still and has always been the

social Gospel.

What is the distance between one side of a coin and the

other? .07 inches. Heads and tails are opposites. They are on

opposite sides of the coin and yet you only have to go .07 inches to

get from one to the other. Keep that in mind. We will come back to

that.

What Pope Francis is preaching by word and action is

called the social gospel. Social  Gospel is all about feeding the

poor, helping the sick, campaigning of peace in the mid-east, social

justice etc... I once saw an ad for a church that said feeding the

poor and helping the sick is what church is all about. God does call

on us to feed the poor and help the sick.  Dozens of times the Bible

calls on us to do this. But is this what church is about? 

Absolutely positively not. Society’s biggest problem isn’t

hunger. It isn’t social injustice. It isn’t inequality. Those are big

problems, but the world’s greatest problem is sin and the only

answer is Jesus. That is the point of church. That is the point of our

lives. Isaiah 55:6-7   Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call6

upon Him while He is near.   Let the wicked forsake his way, And7

the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD,

And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will

abundantly pardon. 

Notice it is not a bad thing to feed the poor, help the sick, to

campaign for social change you believe will make the world a

2



better place. It is not a bad thing for us as congregation to raise

money for children in need or combat ebola in Africa. Those are

good things. They are great things. But remember it is only .07

inches from one side of the coin to the other from turning

something good into something bad. Let me give you an example.

There are buddhist monks who tie complicated knots, then put

them before themselves, close their eyes, and then spend hours or

days, untying that knot in their mind. That is really cool. That is

really useful. I wish I had concentration like that and the mental

dexterity. But they go a step further, they teach if you do that

perfectly, you can obtain enlightenment, the Buddhist equivalent of

heaven and just like that they have traveled those .07 inches and

something good has become its opposite, it has become a bad

thing, an evil thing. 

It is good to feed the poor, and care for sick, but it is a

cursed thing to make church about those things, to make the

ultimate purpose of our life about those things. Why? Because

society’s, your biggest problem isn’t hunger, isn’t inequality, it is

sin, which sentences us to hell.  Our purpose then for which we

gather, the purpose of our mission and our effort, is the Gospel.

Gospel simply means good news and the good news is that there is

an answer to our greatest problem and that answer is Jesus. Talk

about injustice. He who had done nothing wrong treated as a

criminal, put to death as a murderer, suffered hell as our scape

goat. He took the fall for our sin. And He did it willingly and

completely. That is the Gospel.  Whoever brings any other gospel,

let them be accursed.

That word is anathema and means let them be destroyed, let

them go to Hell. Let someone who feeds the poor and helps those

in need, let someone who calls the world to be kinder, let them go

to hell? No.  That is not what our text is saying. Let someone who

makes church about feeding the poor and helping those in need let

them go to hell? Let them who teach by word or action that

salvation is in something beside Jesus. Yes. Because they are
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preaching a different gospel which is not another.  Paul states here

then even if it seems to be an angel from heaven preaching a

different Gospel then let them be accursed. 

Gospel means good news. If someone is preaching

something beside the complete forgiveness of sins in Christ by

grace no matter how pretty it sounds it is not gospel because it

doesn’t do anything about our biggest problem - sin.  It is not good

news because Jesus only is the good news of salvation for our

souls. As Acts 4:12 declares about the Gospel of Jesus   "Nor is

there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under

heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

Feeding ten thousand hungry people will not give you food

that gives eternal life. Helping a thousand sick people will not save

you from your own greatest disease, the disease of sin. Rescuing a

thousand slaves will not free you from your captivity to sin and

hell.  Bringing equality where there was inequality on this earth

will not bring you equality with God and a place in heaven, for all

have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. There is only one

thing that saves you - Jesus. For we have all sinned and fallen short

of the glory of God but are justified freely by God’s grace through

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Though this current pope brings peace to the whole world

and ends world hunger and poverty, he does more harm than good

because by word and action, he is teaching people that church is

about social causes instead of spiritual, because he teaches people

by word and action that the way to heaven is through works. In this

way, he is no different than his predecessors. He is a spiritual drug

dealer, peddling his lethal drugs in all the world. People who

believe what He is teaching, aren’t going to heaven. Because what

he is teaching isn’t the gospel. Salvation is alone in Jesus -for by

grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourself. It

is the gift of God lest anyone should boast. This is why, though he

seem an angel, Paul calls for him and all like him to be accursed, to

be thrown to hell. If there is a sweet old lady who makes warm soft
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delicious chocolate chip cookies to the neighborhood kids and tells

them jokes and makes them feel good about themselves yet she

laces her cookies with heroine or arsenic do you go “ah, she is such

a sweet old lady and is so kind to the kids, we will just let her keep

giving them poison”? No, you have her thrown in jail before she

kills your kids.

You have probably heard the expression “pick your

poison”. There are many, many spiritual drug dealers out there and

many, many, many spiritual drugs. They promise to make you feel

good, to give your life meaning.  Their causes seem good and just.

They make you happy. But here is the thing, many of them are

poison.  They seem like angels of light and indeed, some causes

and hobbies and people are good. But here is the thing, if they

attempt to take the Gospel’s throne in our hearts, they need to be

cast down or if people preach that these things should take the

gospel’s place in our heart, those people need to be cast away.

They are anamathea. Let them be accursed. They are killing souls,

souls Jesus died to save.  

Feeding the poor, saving the environment, righting

injustices, campaigning for things that will make this world better,

enjoying music, sports, literature, science - discovering the rules

God made when he established creation, sports, family, by all

means do any or all of them, but minor in them. Major in Jesus.  If

any of those things become a pseudo gospel, a thing to replace

Jesus in your heart they have ceased to be a good thing. They have

become a spiritual poison.  Galatians 5:4    You have become

estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you

have fallen from grace.

 Social means to be friendly or to seek or enjoy

companionship. It is relating to human society, the community of

humanity.  Man and God once had society, had friendly

companionship in the garden of Eden.  A championship man with

man and men with God, without strife, without difficulty. That was

all destroyed by sin. The good news is that Jesus has restored us to
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friendly companionship with God. He did it not by feeding the

poor and healing the sick and being a neighbor, although He did all

those things.  He did it by telling people of their sins and of

Himself the Savior of their sins and then He who was God and

man, having lived a perfect life, went to heal the rent sin made

between man and man and more importantly man and God by

dying on the cross thus making peace. Jesus is our Gospel, a

Gospel of grace, a gift from God to man to cancel your sin, to

conquer your death, to give you eternal heaven. The social gospel

and all other things that would take the gospels place in our hearts

are not the gospel. Grace is the social gospel. The good news to

society, every tongue and people under heaven, to you that Jesus

has taken care of our greatest need and greatest problem on the

cross by the shedding of his blood washing away our sins.  Jesus is

the name by which we have been saved. Jesus, reign supreme in

our hearts and reign alone! Amen 

Pastor Aaron Ude 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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