Matthew 20:25-28 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are
great exercise authority over them. % vyet it shall not be so among you;
but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your

servant. ¥ "And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your

slave -- %8 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
God Serves You!

Why is this called a worship service? Are you serving God
or is God serving you? Why do you come to church, to serve God
or to be served by God? God is indeed worthy, as Hebrews 13
points out, of the praise of our lips, but I hope that isn’t the main
reason you came here today to serve God. What is the reason that
Christ came to this earth? He came not to be served but to serve as
our text points out. Serve who? Serve us and that is also what our
worship service is about. God serving us.

Look up here. What do you see? Everything is centered
around the altar and the cross. Is the altar of the cross us serving
God or God serving us? It is where the son of man gave His life a
ransom for us. Look here too at the baptismal font up here in front
as a reminder of another way God serves us. In baptism, does God

do something for us or do we do something for Him? He did

something for us. He gives the Holy Spirit through the Water and
the Word, bringing people to faith and eternal life, connecting
them with Christ’s resurrection. Look here too at the Lord’s
Supper. Does us eating bread and drinking wine do any good for
God? When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, is that God serving us
or us serving God? That is God serving us, giving us His body and
blood in with and the bread and wine to assure us of His death for
our sin and to strengthen and increase our faith. Us celebrating the
Lord’s Supper doesn’t increase God’s power or goodness, it
increases our new man.

What else do we have up here? We have a pulpit or a
lectern. What happens there? God’s Word is read and taught. So
once again is that mostly God serving us or us serving God? Yes
we are doing what God commanded us when we dedicate ourselves
to the reading of God’s Word and doctrine. I Timothy 4:13 “give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” And yes it gives
God create joy to see us continue steadfastly in the truth of His

Word, but who benefits from it, us or God? 1 Timothy 4:16 "Take



heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing
this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” God is
not saved by hearing us speak. We are saved by hearing Him
speak.

What else do we have up here? An organ and an organist?
Ah, you say, this surely is us serving God, praising and giving
thanks. Many of the psalms and our hymns are that and it is good.
The Lord is worthy of our praise. But you know what most of the
psalms (the hymn book of the Old Testament) and the hymns in
our hymnal are about? They are about what God did for us. Out of
the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks and when speaking
isn’t enough because the heart is too full, we sing. And what fills
our hearts with overflowing joy and comfort? That we love God or
that God loves us. It should be God’s love for us. That He came
not to be served but to serve us and give His life a ransom for us. It
is not our feeble tainted songs and efforts to serve and thank God
that ransomed us. It was Christ serving us in His life, in His death,

that ransomed us.

Everything in a Lutheran service points to God. It is rightly
about God serving us. It is about God serving you. Contrast that
with reformed church for example. For them, baptism is something
they do, not God what does for them. The Lord’s Supper is not
God serving them but their celebrating God. The front of their
churches are often mainly taken up with praise bands. Now praise
bands are not in themselves wrong but their prominence in the
front of church and in the service is because for these groups the
focus of the worship service is their service of God instead of
God’s service of them. Music and the testimony of man becomes
the center of worship instead of the testimony of God because it is
all about them serving God in worship instead of God serving us in
the worship service. Yet, we are not saved by our service of God.

But don’t you see how easily Satan can pull this 180 on us
and deny us the service part of worship service? In the Old
Testament, worship centered around the offering of sacrifices like a
bull or lamb that the people brought and was killed on the altar.

Don’t you see how easy it would have been for the people to go



away from the temple thinking what a good thing/service they had
done for God? But what was the point of those sacrifices? Did God
benefit by the blood of those bulls and lambs? No. They didn’t
benefit God. They didn’t even bring Him joy when given in that
attitude. They brought His wrath. Those sacrifices were to remind
them of the Lamb of God that God would provide to be sacrificed
for them. The people were to go away from worship thinking what
great things God had done for them.

So what about you? Many of you drove rather far to be
here. Many of you offer up an offering of your hard earned money,
we all praise God’s holy name and spent time here so do you leave
those doors thinking “I have done a good thing ™ “I have served
God” or do you leave here rejoicing in what great things God has
done for you?

Here is another question to go with that. Do you want God
to serve you? That seems like a simple question that everyone who

is Christian would answer yes, but lets take a look at Peter. John

13:5-10 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the

disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.
¢ Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You
washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What | am doing
you do not understand now, but you will know after this." ° Peter said to
Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If | do not

wash you, you have no part with Me."

Our sinful nature does not want to be served by God. It is a
mule that continually kicks against it and bolts from it. It does not
want to have Jesus wash away our sins, that would mean admitting
our sin. It does not want to go away from church rejoicing in what
God did, it wants to go away from church rejoicing in things I have
done -I have sat through church, I have given an offering, I rocked
that hymn. It does not want Christ to earn heaven for me, it wants
to earn heaven on its own. It does not want Jesus to serve us by
telling us the things that we should do and not do. It does not want
God serving us by scolding our bad behavior through members of
our church. But if you do not let Christ serve you, you have no part
with Him.

So I ask you today as our service begins. Will you let



Christ serve you? It is even God who serves us by enabling us to
be served by Him. We begin our service in the name of the Father
and Son and Holy Spirit, yes, because it is to His glory, but also
because He is the one who claimed us by the Gospel and brought
us here. We then confess our sins, not for the theater of it, as many
churches do, nor to feel cathectic but so that Christ can wash them
away.

Our hearts response then to Christ washing our feet,
washing our souls, is yes to sing glory to His name, but it is not our
praise that is glorious, it is Christ. It is not our instruments and
voices that are the center of our attention but the object of our
praise - Christ, who came not to be served but to serve and give
His life a ransom for all, Christ who has washed our feet, washed
our souls so we are clean.

We then continue in the Scripture readings to hear objective
truth from God’s Word that God can serve us once again. His Holy
Spirit through that Word causing us to grow in our faith. 2

Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 1t is not
the testimony of man that creates our faith or makes us wise for
salvation but the testimony of God. He serves us the Words of
eternal life.

We then confess our faith with the Apostles or Nicene
Creed which is all about what? What we have done or what Jesus
did? What Jesus did. And we confess it so that we might not stray
and so that our children might know what great things God has
done for us.

We then continue with the sermon or at least you do when
Pastor Ude isn’t your pastor. I put it first today so that at every
step of our service you can see Jesus, true God in grace and love
getting down to wash your feet. Every step of the way, the
omnipotent God is serving sinful us, serving us with life and
salvation. That is why this is a worship service. And so we have

the sermon where as Paul said, Christ crucified is preached or at



least should be. Yes the law is preached to show us the evilness of
our nature and what we deserve is hell but if the answer to that is
for us to try harder, then we are not preaching Christ crucified. We
are refusing to allow Jesus to wash our feet and we have no part
with Him, and no part in heaven. We do not preach 12 steps to a
better you. We proclaim how Jesus lived and died and thus you
were justified. We proclaim the steps Jesus took to make you
perfect. Even your righteousness are like filthy rags. But Jesus has
washed away your sin. You are clean.

Then we have the offering. Now here surely this is us
serving God? Yes, God is pleased with our offerings when they are
given in thankfulness and faith as Abel’s were. But does God need
our offerings? No, they are already His. Does God need you to sing
His praises or do good works? No, angels do both far better. But
God gives us an opportunity to show our thanks to Him with the
offering of our hearts and hands. And so we pray in the offertory
“create in me a clean heart o God and renew a right spirit with in

2

me .

It is God serving us by letting us serve Him. He knows that
a heart of faith wants to produce fruits of faith, however pathetic
those fruits of faith might be. My daughter Lily loves to ask me if
she can help, even when I am using power tools or writing a
sermon. I love that she wants to help but often in what I am doing
she would be more of a hindrance than a help. Our work in God’s
kingdom is pathetic, but God gives us the opportunity and through
His omnipotence and grace, blesses it because He wants us to be
able to show our gratitude. He serves us even here.

And so we come to our prayer where after all that Christ
has already done we ask Him to do even more. Where do we get
that audacity? From Him who tells us to boldly come to His throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time
of need. Think about that for a moment - throne of grace. It is
usually the one on the throne who is served. But this is the throne
of Grace, Jesus who serves us. He wants to serve us, by teaching
us how to pray, by allowing us to bring our hearts concerns to Him

to leave them in His hands, assuring us. He knows how to give
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good gifts to His children.

And thus we come to communion where we are once again
served with good gifts. We taste and see that the Lord is good.
Which we do often, so that we might often be strengthened against
the devil, the world, and our flesh. Our flesh, like Peter’s, does not
want Jesus to serve us. Our nature is too prideful and arrogant and
lazy and blind. But in His Supper our faith and new man are
strengthened. Yes, strengthened so that we might humbly, joyfully
let Jesus serve us. Yes, that is strength. That is eternal life.

And so we come to the benediction where we are dismissed
and it is the Lord who blesses us. And not we who bless Him.
Christ served you with His life to make you righteous, with His
death to make clean from sin and it is He who lives to serve you. It

is He who serves us this morning from His throne of grace. Amen!

Pastor Aaron Ude

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
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