Hebrews 5:12-14 2 For though by this time you ought to be teachers,
you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of
God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 8 For
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. ™ But solid food belongs to those who
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.

God is not cavalier about our souls.

We have a fish tank. I bought it years ago for Meghan . Of
course we took it down when we moved here. But earlier this year
we set it up again and got some fish. And of course we got fish
food to feed the fish. The type we got was in pellet form. Meghan
was worried because some of the smaller fish kept taking it into
their mouths and spitting it out. She was worried that they
wouldn’t get anything to eat and would die. I thought “That is
ridiculous. If the fish can’t swallow them right when we put them
in the tank they could wait till the pellets softened awhile on the
bottom of the tank. If they fish were so foolish as to not eat them
then they deserved to die.” Well Meghan was right. The bigger fish
did just fine, they could swallow the hearty pellets, but the smaller

fish couldn’t and for whatever reason they refused to eat the food

that was on the bottom of the tank and they did die. They would
move it around with their noses and then leave it as if they were
saying I’'m not eating mushy food and they died. Funny with fish.
Not with people.

After I studied this text, I felt rebuked and thought of those
events. [ didn’t feel rebuked for my fish keeping skills but because
I have had the same kind of cavalier attitude I showed those fish,
toward people at times. Haven’t we all? I remember in high school
and college hearing friends and classmates talking about why they
didn’t want to go to church. The reasons they gave were the same
pathetic excuses | am sure most of you have probably heard. “The
sermon 1s dull . 1he singing 1s too slow. Lhe liturgy 1s too tormal
and boring. I don’t get anything out of it. It never seems to apply to
me”. Now could these things be true? Oh absolutely. I have
certainly heard sermons where God dying for our sins was made by
words and lack of enthusiasm to seem like tax law or where the
sermon was confusing and disjointed and unclear and caused

people to leave confused instead of knowing the peace of God.



I'm sure 1 have done that at times as well. And yes, | and other
Pastors often tail to apply the truths of God’s Word to the people in
a meaningful and graspable way. As for slow singing, try the
church in Millston, Wisconsin sometime. They like it slow which
is fine. I find it painful and really hard to worship. You should see
Meghan. I worry she is going to have a stroke. As for the liturgy
being formal, yes it is. But boring it is not. Meaty like these pellets
so that you need good teeth and a good digestive system to digest
them, yes, but boring, no. However, for someone who lacks the
teeth, the concentration, the understanding, the spiritual maturity to
digest and appreciate them and instead just kind of half pay
attention and mindlessly and mechanically respond when queued,
for them would it be boring? Absolutely.

So these excuses could be true and often are, so why are
they pathetic? Because they are being like the foolish fish who
couldn’t eat the pellets and so didn’t eat at all even after it was
softened for them. I knew those excuses even then were nothing

more than excuses. The people who talked about church being to

formal to them, well there were Bible classes available and they
didn’t go to them. Those who were struggling with things and
didn’t find help and comfort in the church services could have
gone to the pastor for personal devotions and prayers. The pastors
would have been all too willing but they didn’t go the pastors.
These people, these classmates, weren’t sharing problems they
were looking for help with, yet they were making excuses for why
they didn’t go to church. Even if the excuses were true, they were
still excuses. They were foolish fish who because they couldn’t
concentrate during church, because they couldn’t apply the lessons
of the sermon to themselves, because they stayed up late Saturday
night and were too tired to pay attention weren’t getting much out
of worship.

So how is that a rebuke on me and you? Well for one
reason aren’t we all at times foolish fish who let our
preoccupation with earthly things distract us from the service
and so aren’t as benefitted as much as we could be? For

another, it is rebuke on me because I did nothing but feel superior.



These people were not eating spiritually and I did nothing. I was
cavalier about it like I was with the fish. All we had to do with the
fish is get fish flakes. Far more processed and easier mouthfuls and
boom the small fish could eat and get nutrients. All I would have
had to do was step up and offer to share devotions and Bible
studies with those people. Or talk about the service afterwards with
them to help them make sense of it and apply it. For many of those,
their dullness of hearing and inability to get much out of church
came from a hardness of heart but for many then as for many
people now it is the weakness of these corrupted bodies. How can
I, how can we be unsympathetic, don’t we have weak natures too?
The spirit may be willing but the flesh is weak.

Many of you are teachers. Tell me how many people have
problems concentrating for more than short intervals? In truth what
in our culture prepares people to be able to sit for an hour or more
when they aren’t being entertained but instead being edified?
Parents what things are you doing or have you done to teach your

kids, to help them develop the spiritual teeth and digestion to

handle something as meaty and solid as our worship?

As a Pastor, God has charged me as he did Peter to feed his
lambs. And there are many members of this flock who consistently
don’t make it to church who aren’t being fed. Sometimes I just
want to grab them by their wooly heads that bleat silly excuses and
shake them while shouting “what is wrong with you?”. Sometimes
the problem is a weakness of the body. Sometime the problem is a
weakness of faith.

This is exactly what is going on in our text. The writer to
the Hebrews is taking the Jewish Christian in Judah to task. He
metaphorically shakes them around and asks what is wrong with
them and then tells them what is wrong with them. They had
grown dull of hearing. This wasn’t a problem with their ears but
with their souls. They had become more interested in the things of
men than the things of God. And so they weren’t listening to God’s
Word, and as a result they had become small fish. Their faith and
souls had shrunk and they had became spiritual babies again,

unable to digest solid food. God rebukes them. He verbally slaps



them across the face.

But in His grace, His patient love, God sends an apostle to
them to once again give them what they could handle - milk. The
simple principles of God’s Word. That is what oracles mean. The
words and sayings of God. The word principle is the Greek word
for elementary principles. It was what was used for their ABC’s.
Those who had once been strong Christians and should be teaching
others about the oracles of God, instead once again had to be
taught the ABCs of the Gospel because they had stopped coming to
church, because they had stopped coming to God’s Word that they
might grow thereby. And if they did come, they didn’t hear and
didn’t apply it to themselves.

But once again notice the grace of God. I let those fish die
in a cavalier attitude of if they are that foolish let them. God didn’t
let the recipients of this letter die despite them despising His
Words, Sacraments, and grace. Despite them being so foolish and
sinful as to turn their backs on the living God, He sent them

someone to teach them again the ABCs of the Gospel that their

tiny shrunken faith might not die but grow again.

God calls us to do the same. Nearly everyone here has
family that is not being fed God’s Word, that isn’t going to church.
They have their various reasons. Some are insulted by things
fellow members have said. Some were hurt by the actions of a
Pastor. Some are reclusive introverts. Some are really busy and
tired. Whatever the reason, they are disobeying God, breaking the
3" commandment and most important of all, they are not being fed.
Will we let their faith starve to death? God has not called us to be
cavalier and indifferent about weak brothers and sisters. He has
called us to watch over their souls.

Let me ask you, has God been cavalier and indifferent
about your soul and my soul? No He has not. What more could
God have done for the us and the people He wrote this epistle to?
He gave up His own life for them. He gave His life up to death
and with your sin put upon Him into the hands of eternal
justice that you might be forgiven and might be free from guilt

and punishment and Satan. Yes, Jesus was not cavalier and



indifferent about them or you. This is why He became man,

suffered, and died, that through His poverty you might become rich

with a heavenly riches and life in Him with Him in heaven. And

despite the Hebrews treating His Word which told them of this and
was the means to make it theirs and strengthen their hold on it,
despite them treating that Gospel indifferently, as a common thing,
God didn’t treat these weak believers with the indifference they
showed Him. Frustration and rebuke yes, but indifference no. He
rebuked them because He loved them and did not want them to
perish but have everlasting life. He sent them someone to teach
them once again the simple truth , the ABCs of what Jesus had
done for them because He loved them and did not want them to
perish but have everlasting life.

God has shown you and me the same love. Don’t you see
His grace? Examine yourself honestly. How much has your faith
and knowledge grown over the years compared to how much it
should have? How often have you sat in church and heard little

because of the dullness of our hearing, because of preoccupation

with worldly concerns, because of the indifference of our flesh.
Yet has God treated you the same way. No, He has not been
cavalier and indifferent toward you as we so often have been
toward Him and His Word. He has forgiven even that sin for
Jesus’ sake and in His grace has born with us. He rebukes our
apathy and indifference in this text because He Loves us and does
not want us to perish . He rebukes us so we might see our sin and
know it is forgiven. And so that knowing our forgiveness and
salvation in Jesus we might joyfully struggle against the lazy
indifference of our flesh. He rebukes us and shows how He has
forgiven us, that seeing His grace toward us, we might not be
indifferent and cavalier about our fellow members who are even
weaker in faith than we. Do you not see that God has given us
greater gifts of concentration and greater faith, greater spiritual
teeth that we might help them not despise them or forget about
them? Look around here this morning. The elephant in the room is
that we are only half here.

God in His grace sent someone to the Hebrews to renew in
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them the joy of salvation by the sharing of the milk of the gospel
so they would once again gladly come to His Word with open ears
and hearts to hear more and grow in the knowledge of salvation.
God in His grace has sent people to the ones who aren’t here as
well. Who are the ones He has sent? He has sent us. Share the
milk of the Gospel with them. Write them in a letter what great
things God has done for you and them. Call t them Sunday
afternoon to tell them about what the Holy Spirit laid on your heart
at church. Ask me to come have a devotion with you and them. I
will come. I will come multiple times a month for years if that is
what it takes to get them here. It may take years, so be it. God has
not been indifferent toward me despite all my failings. He has
saved me and fed me and called me to feed His sheep. He has
saved you and fed you and called you to feed your family His
Word. Share the Gospel, that their ears and hearts will be opened
again. God has not been indifferent to us. He has lavished His
grace and His love and His forgiveness and His peace and His

Saving Word upon us. Amen .

Pastor Aaron Ude

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
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