1 John 1:5-9 This is the message which we have heard from Him and
declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 1f we
say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth. " But if we walk in the light as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanses us from all sin. & If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is notin us. ° If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Follow the Red Brick Road
- Road stained with your sin
- Road stained with Christ’s blood
How do you get to the emerald city to see the wizard of 0z?

Why, anyone in munchkin land, or for that matter most English
speaking people, can tell you that. You follow the yellow brick
road of course. But how do you get heaven? Most people in the
world can’t give you the true answer to that. How terrible a thing
that for a made up place they all know the answer, but for the true
place when their eternal soul is at stake, most don’t know and we
will give the wrong answer. Some people think that the road to
heaven is diamond colored, that it is “die and go to heaven”, that
God takes everyone to heaven. But that is not the road to heaven.

Some people think the road is deep violet. “Do your best” and you

will get to heaven. But that is not the road to heaven. Some people

think the road is ebony. “God will have pity” if [ had a hard life.
But that is not the road to heaven. Some people think it is
burgundy. I am “better than thee” so God will save me. That is not
the road to heaven. There is only one road that leads to life. One
narrow and difficult road that leads to heaven and it is red. It is the
red brick road stained with your sin and with Christ’s blood.

God is light. This point is quadruply emphasized. It is said
in the positive “God is Light” and then in the negative - “in Him is
no darkness” and then is modified with ““at all” and then is placed
last in the sentence, which was the place of emphasis in Greek.
God is light and in him is no darkness whatsoever, not even the
merest shadow. But what does it mean that he is light. Well light is
many things, but some of the things we associated with light are
openness and honesty. Light does not hide nor deceive nor is
underhanded and this is one of the Holy Spirit’s main points as our
context bears out. Later in the text, the thoughts of just and
righteous are added. All of Scripture, the only source of revelation

about God and how to come to be with God in heaven, reveals that



God is light- full of truth, righteousness and holiness with no
darkness at all, not even the merest shadow dims his truth,
righteousness, and holiness.

Tell me, do you belong, having fellowship with someone in
whom there is no darkness at all, no lies, no underhanded dealings,
no deception, who has done nothing wrong and does nothing
wrong? Now I know that all of you would say no, that you don’t
deserve to and rightly so, but even now, how deeply do you believe
that? How deeply do you believe that you have no business
whatsoever having fellowship with God because you are filled with
darkness and He with none? Tell Satan and your pride and your
sinful nature to stop lying to you. You are not basically a good
person with some mistakes.

Let me show you in just one area. How many times a day
do you lie? How many times have you lied today? Can you think
of any? They once did a study. They took hundreds of people,
recorded every statement they said, and then relentlessly

investigated that statement to see if it was true. You want to guess

how many times the average American lies in a day? A dozen?
Fifty? 200 times. The average American lies 200 times a day. Now
perhaps you are thinking, well, that isn’t surprising with all the
ungodliness in the world, but I don’t lie that much, Christians don’t
lie that much. That study included Christians. 200 times a day.
God is light. In him is no darkness, no wrongness, no
deception or lies or underhandedness, but we live in such darkness
that we are going about lying and deceiving dozen and perhaps
hundreds of times a day and don’t think we are that bad. In fact, we
often live in such darkness, in such a habit of lying and deceiving
others and ourselves that we aren’t even aware of the lies dripping
from our tongue like water from a leaky faucet. One Pastor was so
fed up with member’s lies that after church one Sunday he asked
everyone to read the 17" chapter of Mark for next Sunday. The
next Sunday he asked everyone who had read the chapter to raise
their hands. In a congregation of hundreds, nearly everyone did.
Here is the thing, Mark only has 16 chapters. Some of those people

raised their hands and lied because they didn’t want the Pastor



knowing they had failed to read it. Some of those people saw
others raising their hands and didn’t want to be the only ones who
weren’t raising their hands and so they thought to themselves “well
I Must have read that chapter at some time” and raised their hands.
They lied twice once to themselves to excuse the second lie of
raising their hands and the second to the congregation and pastor.
Tell me, if you hadn’t heard this story and I asked you to read
Mark 17 and then the next week asked those who had read it to
raise your hands would you raise your hand? What if everyone else
did, would you? Even if you didn’t, don’t you see how tempted
you would be to? Don’t you see how easy and often we lie? It is
our nature. It is how we are born- to lie and deceive others to get
out of trouble to make ourselves look better, to lie and deceive
ourselves so that we don’t have to think of ourselves as liars, as
bad people. But we are. We lie as naturally as breathing. 1 didn’t
teach my girls to lie, yet soon after Jenna began speaking in full
sentences, she began blaming Lily and the dog for things she had

done. We lie as natural as breathing, so natural we are often not

even aware we are doing it. Husbands, to avoid a nagging and
scolding when out drinking with friends will tell their wives they
were out shopping and in their heads they will add “for beer” and
think it not a lie. Of course it is a lie. God is light, in Him is no
darkness at all, no deception, no underhandedness but openness
and honesty. Is that what your words are? A wife maybe asked her
reason for something and she knows her husband will think her
reason silly, so she says a different reason and tells herself it isn’t a
lie. Of course it is lie, you gave a reason, not the reason. God is
light, in Him 1s no darkness at all, no deception, no
underhandedness, but openness and honesty. Is that what your
words are? A clever child gets his younger brother to take cookies
from the cookie jar and when his moms asked if he took any
cookies from the cookie jar he says with what he thinks of as
complete honesty “No” and to himself he says, Jimmy did. Is that
honesty and truth? Or is it lies?

200 times a day. I am not saying that is how much all of

you lie. But even if that was half, even if it was just one a day, how



many thousand of lies would you have told during your life. Men
have always denied, watered down, downplayed sin, lied, deceived
themselves, and one another about sin. The sinfulness of sin is
denied, regarded as natural or a slight thing or a mistake. This is
precisely what our text is talking about when it talks about walking
in darkness.

How then can we have fellowship with God? How can we
get to heaven when the truth shows us what great liars and sinners
we are? Don’t you see that is the one of the things that is needed?
Walking in darkness, is not just walking in sin, it is also walking in
ignorance of sin, it is downplaying your own sin, thinking of it as
mistakes, or white lies, as not really that bad. But walking in the
light is being open and honest not just with one another but with
ourselves. & ifwe say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. Our lives are stained with sin, an average of
200 times a day and that is just the sin of lying, much less all the
commandments. The real road to heaven is stained red with your

sin. Sin and guilt are often pictured as the red of shed blood. And

by calling this road stained completely red with your sin, I don’t
mean that sinning gets you to heaven, I mean that walking in light
means having the Holy Spirit continually open our eyes to see just
how full of sin our life are. We like to go back and hide in the
darkness, the darkness of lying and deceiving ourselves and being
deceived so that we can keep living the way we were living so that
we don’t have to see ourselves as dirty liars and filthy sinners, but
such lies will not save you. The best thing God can do for us in
such a situation is to grab us by the scruff of the neck and bring us
into the light of the law to see how red our road is stained.

What good does that do? Okay so we are scum. We are
liars. What good does it do to know that? Isn’t it better to have
sweet little lies that bright harsh truth. NO!!! That is what Satan
wants you to think. The truth shall set you free. First and least
importantly our lives on this earth aren’t better when we lie to one
another and to ourselves. As Ephesians calls us to do, put away
lying and let each of us speak the truth in love with his neighbor.

Lies destroy lives. Secondly lies destroy souls. The truth sets us



free because it is only when the law has showed us that our past
and present road is stained red with guilt that the Gospel can show
us our past and present and future road is also stained red with the

blood of Christ. 8 if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

This is what it means for us to walk in light. John explains
what walking in light means with these verses. To be open and
honest about our own sin and to see the truth about what Jesus does

with that sin when we repent and trust in him ° /f we confess our

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.

Here are the things that separate us from those who walk in
darkness. It isn’t that they are sinners and we aren’t. It isn’t that we
sin less than them so we get to go to heaven. If we believed either
of those we would be some of the ones walking in darkness. The
difference is that although we often fall back into habits of
darkness, lying, deceiving and being deceived, lusting and

coveting, and speaking unkindly, yet in faith and in contrition we

keep coming back to God to confess as David did Psalm 51:3-4 °

For | acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. *
Against You, You only, have | sinned, And done this evil in Your sight.
And God, well, He is light. He is truth and holiness that reveals
sins as sin and condemns it but He is also faithful and just and
good and forgives your sins and cleanses you from all
unrighteousness for Jesus’ sake. The road to heaven is stained
deep red. It is not diamond or ebony colored but red. If we are open
and honest with ourselves, we see that our past and present road is
stained red with guilt but the light of the Gospel shows Jesus
crucified for you whose red blood, the blood of true God and true
Man, has washed away all sin and will tomorrow too and will all

the way to heaven. The Road to heaven is red. Holy Spirit lead us

cver on.
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