Colossians 3:9-11 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Christ is what [ am

What are the things that make you confident? Really, what
is it that allows you to look others in the eyes and feel you have
worth? Our subconscious looks to build an internal trophy room
filled with all our accomplishments and talents and use that as our
self-confidence. That is a bad idea. Who has more literal and
metaphorical trophies than Michael Phelps and yet did you know
that after the London Olympics he was very depressed and had
suicidal thoughts? He originally wasn’t going to compete in Rio and
when he was facing a life without swimming he felt lost. Who was
he without swimming? That question put him in a really bad place.

So once again, what things make you confident? What
allows you to look others in the eye and feel you have worth? What
accomplishments and what talents? Once you have come up with
everything I want you to then subtract everything that can be taken
away. Your confidence comes from your singing voice? You could

lose your voice! Your confidence comes from thinking you are good

at your job? Well, you mess up really bad and you get fired. Your
confidence comes from your athletic prowess? Well, you get old or
paralyzed. What is the point of this exercise? [ want you to realize
that there is nothing in your internal trophy room that can’t be taken
away and leave you in a dark lost hopeless place asking “Who Am
I” “Do I have worth?”.

This is where a lot of American POW:s in the Pacific found
themselves during WWII. They were treated as less than human.
Yes, they faced awful diseases and starvation but that isn’t what
often bothered them the most. It was the daily degradation. They
were treated like animals. When you are treated like nothing you
begin feel like you are nothing. You begin to ask who I am and have
no answer.

Satan does that same to you. Okay he either gets you to fill
your self confidence trophy room so full of your own brass trophies
that there is no room for what should be your greatest reason for self
worthy or he seeks to make you feel like you are nothing and have
no worth and despair. What should be your greatest trophy? What is

the reason you should feel that you aren’t nothing and worthless.



That God hasn’t created you like you are nothing and worthless.
You are a human made in the image of God. What does that mean?
It means that when God originally made man, we were more special
then all the other amazing animals He had made. We have an
immortal soul. We have language and art and science. We had true
righteousness and holiness. Not only did we do only what was good
and right and just, we only desired to do what was good and right
and just. And we had God, not just as our creator but as our Father

But when Adam and Eve sinned that all ended. God said that
in the day they disobeyed Him they would die and they did. Their
soul died. Their complete goodness and holiness and innate
knowledge of God their Father died and this they passed down to
their children, the human race. Now look at us, even the best of us
as Paul says - the good that we will to do that we continually fail to
do, the evil that we don’t want to do, that we continually do

So are we nothing? Yes . Yes we are. But we do have
worth! God showed that you have worth, that each human life still
has worth for He said Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By

man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.”

The image of God that He originally created in us was destroyed.
We still have an immortal soul but it is born dead in sin. We still
have language and art and science but they are corrupted and more
often used for harm than good. God was still good and holy but our
relationship with Him was destroyed. We were not by nature His
children. Satan was our father by nature. Lies, jealousy, revenge,
lust, hate were now our way. We in our sin are nothing. But you

aren’t nothing to God. we were His children and He loved us and
in His love and grace, He wanted to restore His image to us
through Christ and the Holy Spirit.

The Greek word for image, elkdv, is very interesting.
elkWv is the coin that comes from a mold. It is more than

likeness. It is' a representation derived from the prototype.

With elkv, there is always a derivation of some sort. A death
mask is the image, elkwv, of a head, because the original head

was used to make it. A bun of Mother Teresa’s head is not the

image, elkv, of her head because there is no derivation. Her
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head was not used to make it. At least I hope not.

With that in mind, I want to look at a couple passages. 1
Corinthians 15:49 "And as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly
Man.” As we bear the image of the man dust because we have
inherited it from him. We shall bear the image of the heavenly
man, the Son of God because we have inherited it from Him
who is our righteousness and our life. We have been buried
with Him in baptism and risen with Him to life.

Ephesians 4:24 “and that you put on the new man
which was created according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness.” This new man was created. It was created by God
like God. Like God in what way? True righteousness and
holiness. This image of God that Adam lost, we regain in Christ
through faith.

This is a two step process but He has done it. The first step

His love took was to send His own beloved Son into the world, born

under the law to be completely good and righteous and holy for us
and then die to wash away all our sin. All are lies and lust, anger
and revenge, discontentment and covetousness, which are idolatry.
He forgave all of it on the Cross. And then secondly the Father sent
His Holy Spirit through the Word to bring you to faith that what
Christ won for you by His life and death might be received by you,
might be made yours. And they are yours. He made a new you and
that is who you are. You are holy before God. Y our sonship with
the father is restored. Everything else that our sinful nature puts up
in our internal trophy room can be taken away but that God loves
you and died for you and made you His child and heir, that you
aren’t nothing to Him, that to Him you were worthy dying for that
can never be taken away.

Satan tries to get you to doubt this in hopes that you will
throw it away. He wants you to doubt this so that you end up in
a dark despairing place where you abandon hope and with it
faith and end up in a dark despairing place for eternity. How

does he do this? Tell me who are you? Are you more old man

with his evil desires and lies and every manner of sin or new
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man, truly righteous and holy? When we look honestly at how
we think and act, you bet your soul we act far more like our old
man than new. We act far more like children of Satan than God.
From this trap Satan can easily get us to ask “who am I”” and
end in a dark place. He can get us to doubt that we are
Christians. But fellow believers, though we sin daily in thought,
word and deed and daily need God’s forgiveness, though it
seem that we are less than 1% new man, who does God say you
are? You are the new man He has created.

The Colossians Christians had committed fornication
and idolatry and they were lying to each other and filled with
malice and anger. Is that how a Christian acts? And yet what
does God say of them - that they had put off that old man. That
is not who they were. Despite their sin, they were no longer
their old selves. God had made them new.

God had made them righteous and holy. And by the creative
power of the gospel, God was constantly renewing in them and

in us the knowledge that we have worth and what our worth is.

Their worth and your worth is not that we are Jew or
Gentile not that we are American not that we are slave or free,
rich or poor, a made man or a failure in the world’s eyes, not
that we are tall or short, have a loving family or don’t, our
worth is that God created us in His image and has remade His
image in us by His Son and His Holy Spirit.

If you were imprisoned and treated like less than human,
with the dying thief, you might truthfully confess that you were
receiving only what you deserved, but you could also confess
that while we are nothing God has treated you as a son, made
you His son, His daughter. If the world sees you as worthless,
you can know that God has given you worth, He has remade
you in the image of God. You are His son, His daughter. His has

made you free from sin. He has died for you. Behold how much He

values you. Amen.
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