
Luke 7:19-23    And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to19

Jesus, saying, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?"  20

When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to
You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?' "   And21

that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to
many blind He gave sight.   Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell22

John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
the gospel preached to them.   "And blessed is he who is not offended23

because of Me." 

Christ drives away the winter cold!

Living in darkness and cold without sun light for long periods

of times really messes with people. Suspicion, depression, short

tempers, doubts, crawl out from the wood work of our souls even

more than usual. There is a town in Norway called Rjukan. It is a little

town of around 3,500 people, and it is encircled by mountains.

Because of this, it gets no light whatsoever for 6 months of the year.

To help combat the winter blues, three huge mirrors were installed on

the top of a nearby mountain back in 2013 to reflect the sunlight down

into the valley onto the city’s central square. Computers control these

mirrors, constantly adjusting their angle to catch the most sun light

and give light to the little hamlet and its residents to help shoo away

the winter blues. 

John the Baptist was feeling the winter blues. Doubts and

worries had begun creeping into his mind as he sat in a prison, thrown

there by King Herod. While John was a great prophet, as Jesus

himself will go on in this chapter to point out, he was still a sinful

human. And there are all  kinds of weaknesses and doubts throughout

the wood work of our sinful souls They so easily come to play

especially in long periods of darkness, both physical and spiritual.

Take Job, who we had been studying in our midweek bible class. God

said that there was no one on earth like His servant Job. And indeed,

when Job loses everything he still praises the name of the Lord. But as

he sits there in misery day after day, doubts and worries and sinful

thoughts begin to undermine his certainty of God’s goodness. 

So too, John sitting chained in a prison cell day after day, very

likely literally getting no sunlight, very easily could have begun to

have doubts and sinful thoughts that undermine his faith, his certainty

of Jesus. Not destroy, but undermine. God has revealed to John that

the Christ would purge and purify Israel and that was what John spent

his ministry proclaiming. Yet was that what Jesus seemed to be doing?

No . John had proclaimed that Jesus would separate the chaff from the

wheat, the false sons of God from the true and cast the false into the

fire. He had proclaimed that Israel needed to repent or God would cut

down Israel. What Jesus was doing did not seem to fit with what John
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expected. John was perhaps expecting immediate fire and brimstone

but Jesus was healing the sick. John perhaps expected Jesus to destroy

the false unbelieving Pharisees and Sadducees but Jesus was

witnessing to them instead. Do you see what happened? Jesus and

what Jesus was doing did not harmonize with John’s expectations. 

John let his own impatience and misconceptions and sinful

expectations color or rather discolor who and what he thought the

Christ would be. And so John begins to have doubts. But John does go

to the right place or rather Christ brings him to the right place. 

John’s disciples come to Jesus and what does Jesus do? This is

so interesting, so amazing and encouraging. Jesus doesn’t even answer

them or at first He doesn’t seem to. He doesn’t tell them “yay or nay”. 

If Jesus had, if He had said, “yes I am He” and the disciples had gone

back and told John that, would John’s sagging faith have been sured

up and uplifted? No. But thankfully and amazingly that is not what

Jesus does. Jesus turns from these two disciples of John and proceeds

to spend several hours healing people. Now those miracles certainly

were a pretty good testament to Jesus being the Christ, the son of God

sent to save Israel and the world, but that is still not all that is going on

here. After doing those miracles before their eyes Jesus turns and says,

"Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind

see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead

are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.” 

The things that Jesus did, the miracles He performed and the

things He mentions are very specific and for a reason . They were a

fulfillment of prophecies about the Christ in Isaiah. Isaiah 35:4-6

“Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear!

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of

God; He will come and save you."  Then the eyes of the blind shall be

opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  Then the lame

shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters

shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert.” 

Jesus did those miracles and said these words to point John to

where He needed to go to have His faith sured up. Jesus pointed John

to Scripture, all those remarkable miracles performed one after

another in direct fulfillment of prophecy. Prophets could and had

performed miracles, shoot even Satan can perform miracles and in fact

we are told he often does to deceive the nations, but the fulfillment of

hundreds of specific and miraculous prophecies, only one person

could do - the Christ. And so Jesus didn’t say, “yay or nay” when
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asked if He was the Christ. He pointed those disciples and John to the

Scriptures which proclaimed a resounding “yay” both to John and to

us. “Yes, Jesus is the Christ”. In John’s darkness, the darkness of the

dungeon and also the darkness and doubt that crept out from John’s

sinful nature, Jesus put mirrors on the mountain top to shine down

into John’s soul to drive away winter blues. Through those two

disciples, Jesus directed John to Scripture to see once again and be

assured that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, the lamb of God who

takes away the sin of the world. Even there, chained in a dark

dungeon, John then could be strong and not be afraid. The Christ had

come to save him. It was not just physical eyes and ears that Jesus

opened that day, but spiritual ones as well.

Which brings us to us. Have you ever gotten the winter blues

like John or Job? We all have and  all will so long as we are in these

sinful bodies. The wood works of our souls also crawls with doubts

and suspicions and misconceptions and depressions that cause our

faith to sag at times. Also we do the same thing John did. If we are

suffering, we sometimes wonder how or why God would allow this to

happen to us. We look on all the troubles of this world and perhaps

have the same thought. When we do that, we are just like John, letting

our sinful notions, our expectations, color or rather discolor who and

what Christ is. We are letting what we think God should do color what

we expect God to do and then when God doesn’t do things that way

we think He should, doubts begin creeping out of the clockwork like

cockroaches into an unwashed southern kitchen. 

What if God takes the life of small child who you have been

praying vigorously for? What if God lets a Muslim country destroy

and defeat Christians? What if you don’t get the job you so

desperately want? Do you look up from the dark silence of your bed

and cry out “why?” or perhaps ”are you there God?” in your

confusion and pain?  Don’t let your own misconception discolor who

Christ is and what He does. The lame man didn’t. Remember how he

and his friends so desperately wanted to see Jesus but couldn’t get

near so they climbed on the roof pulled apart the roof and lowered him

down to see Jesus . Why did he so desperately want to see Jesus? So

that Jesus could heal him? No. That man saw himself and Jesus aright.

He was so desperate to see Jesus because He knew Jesus was the

Christ, the only one who could heal his soul and save him from hell.

Jesus saw his faith that had come for that and said “your sin is

forgiven”. It wasn’t till those present began doubting among
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themselves that Jesus had the power to forgive sins that Jesus healed

that mans lameness to show them He was the Christ with the power to

forgive and heals souls as well. He didn’t heal that man’s legs for that

man’s sake but for others present that they might see that Jesus was

the Christ. What a lesson to us in what is truly important. 

Remember the feeding of the 5,000?  Jesus had compassion on

them. Why? Because they were hungry? No! At least that was not the

primary reason. The main reason for His compassion was that they

were like sheep without a shepherd. They had no mirror on the

mountain to reflect light to them. They had no teachers that brought

them the promise of the Christ to save their souls.

If you have a crisis of faith, if and when you deal with doubt,

examine your heart and mind you probably have a misconception of

Jesus. It is so easily happens to us. It happened to John and Job. Don’t

be so foolish and arrogant as to think it can’t happen to you.  And

even more importantly turn to Scripture to see who Jesus is and like

John, have your faith assured that Jesus is the Christ. He is your

Christ. When we say Jesus came to save the world, we mean Jesus

saved all the men of this world past and present and future.  He saved

them not for this world but from this world. That is what makes him

the Christ. All those prophecies about the Christ coming and healing

the lame and blind and even the dead they weren’t to give men hope

of a miracle doctor. They were prophecies so that we could recognize

the miracle child, our miracle savior. He ended Satan and sins hold on

us by taking them on Himself to the grave. There with Him they died

so that we might live. 

Christmas is coming. It is a good time to check who and what

you think the Christ of Christmas is. It is a good time to let the mirror

on the mountain top, God’s Word, shine the light of the Gospel into

your heart driving away the cold and darkness and showing you our

savior from sin. 
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