
Hebrews 12:5-11    And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to

you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be

discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;   For whom the LORD loves He6

chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives."   If you endure7

chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a

father does not chasten?   But if you are without chastening, of which all have8

become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.   Furthermore, we9

have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we

not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?   For10

they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our

profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.   Now no chastening seems to11

be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the

peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

Can you walk the line? 
God does!

If I strung a rope from the railing here to the back of

church, could any of you walk on it without falling? Oddly enough

we would probably fall to one side or the other less frequently than

we do while walking the line of dealing with bad things happening

in our lives. Here is the reason. You would have to have really

good balance to walk that rope all the way without falling. I don’t

think anyone here has balance that good. Yet we generally would

do better at it than walking the line of dealing with bad things

happening in our lives because at least our instincts are correct.

Even if your balance is poor, you know if you feel yourself falling

to the left to lean right and vice versa, but when it comes to dealing

with bad things happening in our lives, because of original sins, all

of our instincts aren’t just poor, they are wrong. 

Let me give you an example. Let’s say your neighbor is a

jerk and his house burned down, what conclusion does your sinful

heart jump to? That God burnt down his house because he was a

jerk. Now lets say your house burns down or you lose your job or

you get into a horrible accident, does it even occur to you that

maybe that happened because you’ve been a jerk, sinned in some

way? You see how our hearts are completely out of balance? 

We, in our sinfulness, are completely incapable of walking

the line. God does chasten His children. We see that stated in our

text. We saw an example last week where God chastened the whole

nation of Israel. Now the word “chasten” is a word you probably

don’t hear or use much but it is in fact a much better word and

action than punishment. Chastening is an act of love by which a

parent teaches a child to not do something harmful. Chastening is

not an act of justice. It is not vindictive. It is not done in hatred.

When God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, when God caused
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King’s Saul enemies to kill Saul, that was not chastening. That was

justice. Notice, as our text states, that chastening is done by a

parent to his children. God chastens His children - believers.

Sodom and Gomorrah and Saul were not believers. What God did

to them was punishment/ justice for their sin. 

When God chastens His children, when He chastens you, it

is not punishment/ not justice! Why? The punishment for your sin,

the justice for your trespasses, has already been dealt out. It was

dealt to Christ and there is no condemnation for you. Rejoice

children of God. There is in Christ no condemnation for your sins

in this world or the next. 

Knowing this, as you do by the Holy Spirit, you would

think that walking the line of having bad things happen to us would

be easy, but it isn’t. Our old man, our sinful nature, gets in the way

and causes us to fall. Knowing that God does not punish us but

does chasten us, should as our text states, make us glad to be

chastened, glad that we are sons and heir of heaven, glad that God

is teaching us to stay away from things harmful to our soul. But tell

me, which of you would be glad to go hungry like God caused

Israel to be, that they might learn that food for the soul is more

important then food for the body.  Which of you would be glad to

lose a son as King David did that He might learn not to bring

dishonor to God’s name? We should rejoice, but because of our

weakness under the chastening hand of God, we often deny/ignore

we have done something wrong or resent God, as a teenager might

resent his parents for grounding them because they were underage

drinking. We don’t walk the line. 

We also fail to walk the line in that everything bad that

happens to you isn’t God chastening.  There is this thing called

flagellation. Perhaps you have heard of it. No it isn’t gas. It is

man’s like of inflicting pain on himself. During the middle ages

when the plague was devastating Europe, groups started going

around whipping themselves on the back with these multi stringed

whips. They concluded that God was punishing them individually

or as a nation for some sin and so to show how devout and how

contrite they were, they would whip themselves. This is a medical
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condition. People often like to cause themselves pain, like to whip

themselves physically, or mentally. They do it for a variety of

reasons, for the drama, for the attention it gets, or because it makes

them feel like they are earning credit with God. People do it

spiritually too. This is the flip side of rejecting the idea that God

could be chastening you for something, instead of concluding that

every bad thing is God chastening you for some sin. 

God says that in the world you will have tribulation. God

says that life will be filled with thorns and sweat and frustrations

and pain and disappointments and death. This pandora’s box of

problems and pains came into the world because of Adam and

Eve’s sins. To think that every bad thing that happens to you is

God chastening you is like Jenna tripping on a branch, falling to

the ground and skinning her knee, and concluding I was chastening

her for not cleaning her room that morning. 

Don’t you see how bad we are at walking the line of bad

things happening to us? When bad things happen to others or to a

nation, we, with a judgmental heart, conclude God must be

punishing them. When Haiti had that huge earthquake back in 2010

killing over 100,000, many people said God was punishing them

for past sins. In John 10,  we read about a man who was born blind

and the people of the town and even the disciples concluded that he

or his parents must have done something wrong to bring that about.

Jesus informed them that was not the case. God does punish

unbelievers in this world and in the next and God does chasten

believers in this world, but it is not for you to judge another thus. It

is not for you to sit and try to figure out and gossip about what sin

some person must have committed that such a bad thing happened

to them.  There is only one person you should judge in that manner

and that is yourself. 

Our text calls us to not despise the chastening of the Lord.

Which means God does chasten us, His children, and we should be

examining ourselves, not others, with prayer to figure out A : if

God is chastening us and B: why He is chastening us. That is

walking the line. And it something we are terrible at. God chastens

us and we ignore it or resent it. Something bad happens to us and
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we conclude it is God chastening when it isn’t.  

We don’t walk the line. Fortunately, God does. I don’t

mean He knows when He is being chastened. God isn’t chastened

because there is noone higher and because there is nothing to

chasten Him for. God walks the line perfectly of chastening us.

Which of you parents can say the same? Which of you have never

chastened your children too harshly or too leniently? Which of you

at times let your punishment of your children be vindictive, for

example, more about your anger at them embarrassing you in front

of others instead about teaching your children to love and serve the

Lord? Which of you at times didn’t teach you children, didn’t

chasten them to instill in them lessons they needed to learn,

because you were to lazy or unwilling? Our failure to walk the line

hurts us, hurts our brotherhood, hurts our children. Fortunately,

God walks the line. As our perfect father in heaven, He never

punishes us vindictively. Because of Jesus, He does not condemn

us, despite our failures to walk the line. Jesus never strayed to the

right hand or the left of any commandment.  There was no sin

found in Him until He hung upon the cross. There, all sin was

found in Him because God had put it there, taken from you and put

there. God took all the times you ignored the chastening hand of

God, took all the times  you, like a drama queen, took bad things

and whipped yourself with them, took all the times you rejoiced in

other’s misfortunes, took all them times you resented the loving,

chastening hand of God. Took them and all sin and was

condemned for them. This wonderful thing is true. And this too is

true. God does not punish you, for you are His child. God chastens

you as a son, as a daughter. Don’t you see how great and

wonderful that distinction is? There is no vindictive justice of a

judge, of an enemy for you, which would surely see you in hell.

There is only the love of the heavenly father to you, His child,

chastening you in love to bring you to heaven, which Jesus won for

you. Amen  
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